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NATIONAL CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT

TRAINING BULLETIN
18-01/GS

January 23, 2018
SUBJECT: 
California Department of Justice Use of Force Incident          



Reporting-URSUS 
Requirements:

The National City Police Department is required to notify the Department of Justice (DOJ) when officers use force in the following circumstances:

(1)  Police Officer discharges his firearm towards a civilian

(2)  Civilian discharges a firearm towards a police officer

(3)  Police Officer causes serious bodily injury or death to a civilian                

(4)  Civilian causes serious bodily injury or death to a police officer

Supervisors shall answer the question, “Did the incident meet URSUS Reporting Criteria?” on the amended Use of Force form PD-750.
URSUS does not include a visit to the hospital to medically clear a prisoner.   

Background
	Effective January 1, 2016, Chapter 462, Statutes of 2015 (Assembly Bill 71) added Government Code section 12525.2 pertaining to the collection and reporting of use of force incidents resulting in serious bodily injury, as defined by Government Code section 12525.2(d), discharge of a firearm, or death.  As of January 1, 2016, all law enforcement agencies (LEAs) were required to begin collecting use of force incidents and are now required to submit the data to the Department of Justice (DOJ) annually.
Summary

The bill requires each law enforcement agency to annually 
furnish to the Department of Justice a report of specified incidents when a peace officer is involved in the use of force.  
The bill requires the department to include a summary of the reported incidents in its annual crime report. If the law enforcement agency does not 
have any use of force incidents meeting the criteria for URSUS reporting, the annual report is still required.

For purposes of this reporting procedure, “serious bodily injury” means a bodily injury that involves a substantial risk of death, prolonged state of unconsciousness, protracted and obvious disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of a bodily member or organ.  It does not include a visit to the hospital to medically clear a prisoner.   
Reporting Procedures

All Department Supervisors have responsibility for URSUS reporting internally. The National City Police Department Internal Affairs Lieutenant has the responsibility for all URSUS reporting to DOJ.  This will include the specified incidents that meet the criteria and it will include the annual summary report to the DOJ.   

Answering the URSUS question on the amended Use of Force Form will flag the Internal Affairs Lieutenant that a report to the DOJ is required. 

The incidents that meet the URSUS criteria and the annual use of force report should be entered into the data collection system no later than the 28th of February following the reporting year. 
A sample of the amended Use of Force Form PD-750 is attached to this training bulletin.
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