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From: H. Bradley Bang
To: Public Comment
Subject: Closed Session Item #1 Employment Contract -City Manager
Date: Tuesday, December 7, 2021 1:28:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

My name is Bradley Bang. I am a retired citizen in National City and serve on the Library
board. Although I have some issues with Brad Raulston and have felt slighted by him at times
I'm uncertain if that is enough to end his contract with the city. I've been very impressed by the
operation of our city during the Covid-9 Pandemic and I feel that our city has made a lot of
progress and many accomplishments in the last few years which I'm very proud of. I'm in no
position to assess Brad's performance and his responsibility for this success. Considering his
duties and how well he has succeeded in taking care of his responsibilities needs to be a
primary consideration in this decision. I wish to put aside any afronts I have felt about Brad
Raulston in the past and trust the decision of our elected officials on our city council. Finally,
although there is still a lot of work to do in National City I think it is important to celebrate our
success and the individuals on our city staff who have done the work to make that happen.

Thank you,

Bradley Bang 

mailto:publiccomment@nationalcityca.gov
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December 7, 2021 
 
Mayor Alejandra Sotelo-Solis and City Council Members 
1243 National City Boulevard 
National City, CA 91950 
 
Re: Request to Implement District Voting under the California Voting Rights Act 
 
Honorable Mayor and City Council Members, 
 
I am writing to ask your support in transitioning National City City Council elections from at-large to 
district-based elections in a timeline that will allow for districted elections in election year 2022.  

The City’s at-large elections have resulted in vote-dilution and political disempowerment for 
communities of interest as well as neighborhoods throughout National City that share not only a 
geography but common needs and concerns. Without districted elections, representation on the City’s 
five- member council can be very skewed and not reflective of National City’s broader diversity.  
Running for at-large elected office can discourage participation in our civic processes, especially for first 
time candidates as well as low-income community members, due to the need for greater resources that 
can be required for communication with voters across the entire city. At-large elections tend to 
exacerbate inequity in government representation, and we believe that equity is a key concern and 
value of this elected council. 

The disempowerment of minority voters and communities of interests is the reason why 13 out of 18 
cities in the County have already transitioned to districted voting. This includes cities as large as the City 
of San Diego as well as cities that are smaller and less racially diverse than National City.    

We urge you to please act to bring National City in compliance with the California Voting Rights Act.  

Sincerely, 

 

Carol Kim 
Business Manager & CEO 
San Diego County Building & Construction Trades Council 
San Diego County Building & Construction Trades Council Family Housing Corporation 



From: Virginia Casey
To: Public Comment
Subject: Re: Item #26 Cannabis Business Permit Fees
Date: Tuesday, December 7, 2021 3:42:49 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear Mayor Sotelo-Solis, Vice Mayor Rodriguez, and Councilmembers Bush, Morrison and 
Rios,

I would like to state my support of the permit fees being proposed today. The fees as detailed
in today's staff report are reasonable for the City to recover the costs of processing these
cannabis business applications. I look forward to seeing the economic benefits from increased
tax revenue and the employment that licensed cannabis will generate.

Thank you for your continued efforts on behalf of the health and prosperity of National City's
businesses and residents.

Virginia Casey
619-724-7679
CEO
Blue Water Government Affairs
https://bluewaterga.com/

mailto:virginia@bluewaterga.com
mailto:publiccomment@nationalcityca.gov
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fbluewaterga.com%2f&c=E,1,yHADSGMWwyUtaT2qh26lbvNx1MYNNEKE0K6yqkwvwQ72TS898HlpbSzM_IVqukR5SXu5FKO75HieKGtvzY15OxcDFZLAOnuwYJcg33pEWuBu&typo=1


From: Kathleen Lippitt
To: Public Comment
Subject: National City Council - 12.07.2021 - Item 26 - agenda comment
Date: Tuesday, December 7, 2021 2:16:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Good evening Mayor and council,
Kathleen Lippitt here, as a public health practitioner I have advocated for sound
public policies that allow children to grow up in a healthy and safe environment
that supports their good decisions for over 20 yrs.
 
Permitting frees are intended to cover the cost of permitting commercial
marijuana businesses, but please remember Imperial Beach set their one-time
fee at $1.5million.  The marijuana retailer applicant didn’t bat an eye knowing
that fee would be minimal compared to the profits he stood to make.
A recent article in the Guardian highlighted many of the adverse outcomes from
attempting to permit and regulate an industry that profits from drug abuse and
addiction that should be seriously considered. 
 
For the last 5 yrs local governments have been trying to close the barn door
Prop 64 opened. Contrary to the industry’s message that regulations will ensure
the black market would be eliminated, children would be protected, products
would be safe, and any and all regulations imposed on the industry would be
happily accepted.  None of those promises were kept.  The industry has and will
continue to litigate on behalf of weakening or eliminating regulations and
ultimately reducing or eliminating the tax revenues you once made a Faustian
bargain to accept in exchange..   
 
Experts now report 80-90% of the MJ market remains underground. Logically,
illegal businesses should have been closed BEFORE permitting began. Legal
businesses were expected to help close illegal businesses, but they lacked not
only the motivation but the deterrent effects of consequences and law
enforcement resources. Consequently, the illegal industry has grown
exponentially, flourishing, and using their massive profits nefariously to
influence local, state, and federal government officials and the regulatory

mailto:kathleen.lippitt@gmail.com
mailto:publiccomment@nationalcityca.gov


support infrastructures behind them.  They’ve also led permitted operators back
into the world of corruption from which many of them came.  With massive
profits they began to purchase legally permitted businesses.
 
Today state-licensed businesses say they must keep one foot in the illegal,
unlicensed market to stay profitable.  But their claims of financial suffering are
neither documented nor supported by evidence.  No longer tenants, they’ve
become landlords of expansive, sophisticated premises that have and will
displace existing valued community businesses and resources.  Their influence
and ability to amend or adopt policies or ordinances to grow their industry is a
betrayal of your promises to serve the welfare of your youth and families.
 
Unless you believe that your children, families, and vulnerable communities will
benefit from commercialization and normalization of marijuana and the
influence they will exert upon your children to begin using and abusing
marijuana, exposing their developing brains and risking their long-term life
goals, you should staunchly oppose and restrict the ability of this industry to
exploit your communities, especially your low income and communities of color. 
Their success will come at the expense of your children and communities.
 
Thank you,
 
Kathleen Lippitt, MPH
Public Health Practitioner and Public Policy Advocate
Coastal Communities Drug Free Coalition
Email: Kathleen.lippitt@gmail.com
Cell: 760.522.4592
 

mailto:Kathleen.lippitt@gmail.com


From: ROBERT VALDERRAMA
To: Public Comment
Cc: Bill Nosal; Christian Nitu
Subject: Agenda item #26
Date: Tuesday, December 7, 2021 11:51:16 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or
clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

At the last cannabis workshop the council gave direction to dedicate two applications for businesses that meet the
local ownership requirement. 

At that meeting Vice Mayor Rodriguez made a recommendation that the council should dedicate three applications
for businesses that meet the local ownership requirement.  I fully support Vice Mayor Rodriguez‘s recommendation
to dedicate three applications for businesses that meet the local ownership requirement.  I am convinced the city has
enough citizens with the professional business background to effectively operate more than two cannabis businesses.

Our city through-out its history has been victimized as a poor community with no professional executives wanting to
live in National City.  Our citizens have made money for businesses whose owners do not reside in our City. Your
council is now in a position to correct this inequity that has faced our citizens for years. I strongly urge you to
dedicate three applications for businesses that meet the local ownership requirement.  

I have a question regarding a section in the application process where it states an applicant must obtain a Zoning
Verification Letter from the Community Development Department prior to submitting a CCB application (Phase 1). 
The question I have is what happens if an applicant has not secured a site due to the lack of available sites in the
approved zoned areas.

Thank you for your time and I await your direction.

Dukie Valderrama

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:dukieval@aol.com
mailto:publiccomment@nationalcityca.gov
mailto:Bnosal99@gmail.com
mailto:Christian.e.Nitu@gmail.com


From: Karen Clay
To: Public Comment
Cc: Karen Clay; Karen Melvin
Subject: Non consent Resolution #29 MEHKO
Date: Tuesday, December 7, 2021 2:14:27 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.
I recommend that the City of National City formally adopt a resolution in support of MEHKOs
within the City of National City as part of the County's MEHKO program.  

As stated in the Staff Report - MEHKO programs:

1. Create economic opportunities for small-scale, home-cooking operations, which are
primarily operated by women, immigrants, and people of color; 

2. Encourage existing "illegal" home food operations to become safer and legal;
3. Enables family members to continue providing in-home care for developmentally

disabled family members and older family members while still earning income;
4. Create a path to supplement family income for those hardest hit by the COVID-19

pandemic;
5. Enables aspiring restaurateurs to try out and vet a menu while learning the basics of

what it takes to run a small-scale retail food operation; and 
6. Provides additional food service options in remote locations.

Thank you.

Karen Clay
President, I Love to Glean
619/598-4912
www.ilovetoglean.org 

mailto:info@ilovetoglean.org
mailto:publiccomment@nationalcityca.gov
mailto:info@ilovetoglean.org
mailto:karen@sdfsa.org
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ilovetoglean.org&c=E,1,v9pHcJX62RFkXvoP63kg9NxaJTqZjzGk4mCaNHg8UcMYTZWK14BPdMGPH4z_mPlTAjAem4-Lhnq_w_gsuW38TOgAOitbzZN7pCEzSw_-tQ,,&typo=1


From: Katia Love it!
To: Public Comment
Subject: MEKHO LAW
Date: Monday, December 6, 2021 7:02:23 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Hola mi nombre es Katia, 
La razon por que creo que está ley se apruebe es por que yo como ciudadana me he dado
cuenta que a raíz de la pandemia mucha gente perdió sus trabajos y la única forma que
pudieron sobrevivir fue atravez de hacer cosas en su casa. Es muy importante que lo hagan
con conocimientos higiénicos y legalmente ya que esto sería de un gran beneficio para nuestro
ciudad. 

Es una oportunidad más para levantar nuestra economía y también necesitamos como
ciudadanos en mi caso que trabajo tener opciones de comidas saludables.

Gracias por su consideración. 

Atentamente, 
Katia

mailto:katiac0227@gmail.com
mailto:publiccomment@nationalcityca.gov
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Nora Vargas 
SUPERVISOR, FIRST DISTRICT 
San Diego County Board of Supervisors 

 

December 6, 2021 
 
Mayor Alejandra Sotelo-Solis  
City of National City  
1243 National City Blvd 
National City, 91950 
 
RE: Letter of Support for Item 29: Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City 
recommending the San Diego County Board of Supervisors “opt-into“ the Microenterprise 
Home Kitchen Operations (MEHKO) Program. 
 
Honorable Mayor Sotelo-Solis and City Councilmembers 
 
On behalf of the First District of the County of San Diego, I am pleased to provide this Letter of 
Support  for Item 29: Resolution of the City Council of the City of National City recommending 
the San Diego County Board of Supervisors “opt-into“ the Microenterprise Home Kitchen 
Operations (MEHKO) Program. I am happy to see this item come forward to the City Council of 
the City of National City. MEHKOs were created via Assembly Bill (AB) 626/377  to allow home 
cooks to apply for a MEHKO permit to legally sell the identified home cooked meals directly to 
the public. The County of San Diego unanimously approved MEHKOs and we are proudly 
leading efforts to draft a regional ordinance for approval.  
 
As Supervisor of District One in the County of San Diego, I strongly believe that permitting 
MEHKOs to operate in San Diego County will have a positive impact on San Diego’s 
communities of color. This ordinance will especially benefit women entrepreneurs, the group 
most negatively impacted by wage gaps, job loss and access to achieve economic parity. In 
District 1, the National City Kitchenista Program and South Bay Community Services has 
participants positioned to be MEHKOs entrepreneurs. The City of National City has a unique 
opportunity to help remove barriers and help our communities build wealth, while working 
together to build an equitable economic recovery for all.  Legally permitted MEHKOs can serve 
as incubators for aspiring restaurateurs to test out and vet a menu while learning the basics of 
what it takes to run a small-scale retail food operation. By legalizing home-based food 
businesses we will be able to create a more inclusive, equitable, and diverse food economy. 
MEHKOs will be used as an economically recovery tool for our communities that were hit the 
hardest by COVID-19. As local government officials, it is our job to ensure that families and 

mailto:Nora.Vargas@sdcounty.ca.gov
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businesses in our region can thrive and not just survive. This opens the door for home cooks to 
enter the food economy without the high risk and cost of starting a formal catering business or 
restaurant.  
 
I respectfully  request your support for Item 29 to support the implementation of a countywide 
ordinance for Micro Enterprise Home Kitchen Operations (MEHKO). If you require additional 
information, please do not hesitate to contact me or Rosa Olascoaga Vidal at (619) 531-5667 or 
via email at Rosa.Olascoaga@sdcounty.ca.gov.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Nora Vargas, Vice Chair  
First District Supervisor 

mailto:Nora.Vargas@sdcounty.ca.gov


From: Karen Moyer 
To: Public Comment
Subject: Item #31, San Diego Rescue Mission CUP approval
Date: Monday, December 6, 2021 10:03:56 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Hello esteemed council members,

I am in full support of the approval of this proposal. It will provide critical beds and care for
people experiencing homelessness. It is a needed solution to getting people off the streets and
onto a path of self-care and self-sufficiency.  The Rescue Mission has proven since 1955 that
they know how to help people recover from homelessness.  They have many success stories.

Best regards

Karen Moyer

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:kmoyer1@san.rr.com
mailto:publiccomment@nationalcityca.gov


From: Luis Sanchez
To: Public Comment
Subject: Item #31, San Diego Rescue Mission CUP Approval
Date: Monday, December 6, 2021 8:29:17 AM
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

To whom it may concern,
 
My name is Luis Sanchez, Children’s Center Director at the San Diego Rescue Mission Preschool.
Unfortunately, we encounter families every day needing immediate tangible needs such as food and
shelter, but at the Rescue Mission, we provide families an opportunity to enroll their children at no
cost into our preschool. Our Early Childhood Specialist provides early intervention tools, positively
impacting children and their families.
 
This program creates a safe, secure place for children to grow, learn and express their needs. Our
caring Early Childhood Specialists are trained to provide a trauma-sensitive approach to help
children grow physically, socially, emotionally, cognitively, and spiritually so they can reach their full
potential. Classrooms are designed to be comfortable and home-like and are equipped with learning
centers to spark interest and exploration. It’s only natural for families to have feelings of uncertainty
when their child is at a preschool. We make sure we can provide coping tools to reassure that their
child is safe and healthy, while they can use this time to transform their lives!
 
All the best,
 
 
 
 

 

Luis Sanchez
Children’s Center Director

Email: lsanchez@sdrescue.org   
Office: 619-819-1767

Address: P.O. Box 80427
San Diego, CA 92138
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Follow us on:

        
www.sdrescue.org

View our career opportunities

P.S. I invite you to join our Home Team Monthly
Giving Partners! You’ll be investing in lasting life
change, providing faith-based recovery, life skills and
job training for San Diego County’s most vulnerable
souls.  Thank you for your faithful support!

Follow us on:

        
www.sdrescue.org

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoRescueMission
https://twitter.com/SD_Rescue
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/2911685/
https://www.instagram.com/sdrescue/
https://www.youtube.com/user/SDRescueMission
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From: Kyler Kennedy
To: Public Comment
Subject: Item #31, San Diego Rescue Mission CUP Approval
Date: Monday, December 6, 2021 6:55:50 AM
Attachments: image002.png
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

This project will be a blessing to all in the region.  Serving one neighbor at a time, the San Diego
Rescue Mission is committed to demonstrate Faith, Integrity, Compassion, and Excellence.
 

 

Kyler Kennedy 
Advocate

Email: kkennedy@sdrescue.org   
Office: 619-819-1780

Address: P.O. Box 80427
San Diego, CA 92138

Follow us on:

        
www.sdrescue.org

View our career opportunities 

P.S. I invite you to join our Home Team Monthly Giving
Partners! You’ll be investing in lasting life change,
providing faith-based recovery, life skills and job training
for San Diego County’s most vulnerable souls.  Thank you
for your faithful support!
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Hello Counsel Member,
 
My name is Daniel Schacht. I am the program director for Mission Academy at the San Diego Rescue
Mission. I am writing today to say thank you for considering the conditional use permit for our
potential building in National City. It would be an honor to serve your neighbors experiencing
homelessness in National City. We are committed to excellence and would intend to do so in
National City. I believe the work we are doing is life changing, I have seen lives changed over and
over as well as my own.
 
10 years ago, I had a bout with homelessness and addiction and it was through an organization like
the Rescue Mission where I was able to obtain the tools and love to turn my life around. We are
confident that if approved, the San Diego Rescue Mission will be a safe haven and catalyst to move
the folks experiencing homelessness out of there current situation and ultimately get them into
stable housing. Thank you for your consideration and look forward to working with you.
 
All the Best,
Daniel Schacht
 

 

Daniel Schacht
Mission Academy Program Director

Email: dschacht@sdrescue.org   
Office: 619-819-1813

Address: P.O. Box 80427
San Diego, CA 92138
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P.S. I invite you to join our Home Team Monthly Giving Partners! You’ll
be investing in lasting life change, providing faith-based recovery, life
skills and job training for San Diego County’s most vulnerable souls. 
Thank you for your faithful support!
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Good afternoon,
 
It’s been an honor and a privilege to serve every member who has come thru our doors at our
location San Diego Rescue Mission.  It’s great to see GOD transforming lives, thru our hands and
feet, one life at a time.  Glory to GOD. 
 
It would be a great blessing to reach many more in need in National City, who need the simple
things, like a shower, a meal, a prayer, a place to lay their head at night, and to have caring staff
providing resources and a safe place as we lead them to CHRIST.    
 
I pray GOD opens doors from third heaven and bless all these people waiting to be served.
 
GOD bless you and look forward to hearing the Victory in this new project.  Something powerful and
divine GOD is about to do. 
 
The bible says whatever you ask in faith, believing, in shall come to pass.  May GOD touch your
hearts and make this happen in the Name of Jesus
 
Blessings to you,
 
Lupe
 

 

Maria Chavez
Advocate 

Email: mchavez@sdrescue.org   

Address: P.O. Box 80427
San Diego, CA 92138
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P.S. I invite you to join our Home Team Monthly Giving
Partners! You’ll be investing in lasting life change,
providing faith-based recovery, life skills and job training
for San Diego County’s most vulnerable souls.  Thank you
for your faithful support!
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I would like to send my support for Item #31 being heard on December 7th by the city council. This
new facility in National City will help elevate the amount of people that are living on the street into a
safe and productive environment with staff who have the knowledge, passion, and skill to help them
find a better way of life.
 
 

Samantha K. Arpallan, BSW
Nueva Vida Haven
Community Life Ambassador (CLA)
Email: sarpallan@sdrescue.org   
Office: 619-819-1844

Address: P.O. Box 80427
San Diego, CA 92138

Follow us on:

        
www.sdrescue.org

View our career opportunities 

P.S. I invite you to join our Home Team Monthly Giving
Partners! You’ll be investing in lasting life change,
providing faith-based recovery, life skills and job training
for San Diego County’s most vulnerable souls.  Thank you
for your faithful support!
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From: crystal hernandez
To: Public Comment
Subject: Item #31, San Diego Rescue Mission CUP Approval
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Hello, 
My name is Crystal Hernandez, I am currently serving as the Alumni Ambassador for the San
Diego Rescue Mission, I started off working here as donor relations assistant, moved onto
working as the Development Coordinator and now my current role as the Alumni
Ambassador. I have worked here for almost 5 years. 
My story when I was first introduced to the Mission was when I came in as a client in 2014-
2015. I had been battling drugs and homelessness for some years prior to coming here. 
I am so grateful that there was a place like the SD Rescue Mission that i was able to find. It
has been a life changing experience going through the program. 
I was able to graduate high school, attend college and become a homeowner because of the
resources, skills and tools that I learned from being here. 
With this expansion we are able to reach more people that are experiencing hard times in their
life and help them get back on their feet. 
Imagine what a blessing it would be to hear more stories like mine. There is a sign in our MPR
room that reads: Lives Change Here
I know that statement to be true because I have seen it in my life firsthand. 
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 

All the best,

Crystal Hernandez 
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Dear City Council,
Reason for my email to you is to appeal your support for the project San Diego
Rescue Mission has submitted for your consideration.
SDRM has been in existence for over 50 years, and all this time it has been a
beacon of hope and restoration for the homeless population.
I have worked for SDRM for 18 years and I have seen how our Recovery
Program has helped Homeless Men and Women become productive citizens.
Our one year-program enables these Men and Women first get healthy
physically and mentally, learn a trade for those who want to do so, then look
for a job, move into their own apartment and get reconciled with their family
whom many had given up on them.
We have many success stories, I believe you will agree that SDRM’s work is
essential and makes a difference on the lives of people.
Please open our WEB  sdrescue.org  and you can see what SDRM is all about
and how it could positively impact the Homeless Population here in National
City.
 
I thank you for your consideration.
 
 

Isabel Mora
Accounting Clerk

Email: imora@sdrescue.org   
Office: 619-819-1803

Address: P.O. Box 80427
San Diego, CA 92138
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Hello my name is Christopher Wigfall. I am a 2015 graduate of the San Diego Rescue Mission. I find that this CUP
is essential for not only the Rescue Mission but to help curve the high rate of homelessness in the region and to help
increase the safety of our communities. Many homeless people are and have been arrested for the simple fact of not
having a residence or harassed for the areas they loiter. Jail is a punishment and has rarely been the answer and
solution for people in need. Help is what is needed. Please approve the rescue mission’s CUP it could very well
change 100 people from the high rate of fentanyl overdoses or methamphetamine addictions. The numbers will
continue to rise until government puts businesses in place that specialize in recovery, rehabilitation and substance
abuse. Thank you.
Sent from my iPhone
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Please approve this project , we would love to serve this community and feed the less fortunate!!
Please consider this project Item #31,  San Diego Rescue Mission CUP Approval. 
 

 

Alan Kennedy
Food Service Director

Email: akennedy@sdrescue.org   
Office: 619-819-1860

Address: P.O. Box 80427
San Diego, CA 92138

Follow us on:

        
www.sdrescue.org

View our career opportunities

P.S. I invite you to join our Home Team Monthly Giving Partners! You’ll
be investing in lasting life change, providing faith-based recovery, life
skills and job training for San Diego County’s most vulnerable souls. 
Thank you for your faithful support!
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From: casomera@juno.com
To: Public Comment
Cc: casomera@juno.com
Subject: iitem31 San Diego Resue Mission CUP
Date: Tuesday, December 7, 2021 10:38:46 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

Dear Sir/Madam:
 
This is to inform you that I agree in the San Diego Rescue Mission CUP at The South Bay
Community Church.
 
Thank you,
Chona Somera
1414 Orange Street
National City CA 91950

mailto:casomera@juno.com
mailto:publiccomment@nationalcityca.gov
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Mayor, City Council Members, City Attorney and City Manager, 
 
My name is Greg Boeh. I am the C.O.O. of GB Capital Holdings and am responsible 
for the management of Pier 32 Marina. 
 
I am here to speak in favor of Item #31 granting the conditional use permit to San 
Diego Rescue Mission to add a transitional housing facility as an approved use. 
 
Let me first share with you my experience with San Diego Rescue Mission in their 
downtown location. This location is located four blocks from a home that I own. 
Having lived in the area and managing the Cruise Ship Terminal I was concerned 
about the San Diego Rescue Mission moving into the neighborhood. We had 
many homeless persons that would migrate between Balboa Park and the Bay. 
Encampments were part of our normal lives and certainly the Rescue Mission 
would make this worse. This site was in my path of frequent travel. 
 
Pleasant surprise, the project was approved and rather than an increase of 
persons who are homeless near the area we witnessed a decrease. The area 
around the site has been kept neat and orderly and appears to be well managed. 
The facility has helped manage the area in a responsible manner. 
 
Currently our property in National City, Pier 32 Marina, has experience the effects 
of persons that are homeless, living in the Sweetwater Riverbed, and transiting 
the Marina. Between the cost of living in San Diego, Mental Health Services, and 
lack of life skills we have seen they population grow.  
 
San Diego Rescue Mission helps bring justice for those who have been less 
fortunate than my own family. They help get people off the streets and back into 
society. Their mental health team gives these people the opportunity to succeed 
and feel proud. Knowing how they manage their downtown facility I can’t imagine 
that this would be anything but positive for the National City Community which is 
so important to us. 
 
We request that this conditional use permit be modified to allow transitional 
housing as a use. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 



From: rgsomera@juno.com
To: Public Comment
Subject: Item#31, San Diego Rescue Mission CUP Approval
Date: Monday, December 6, 2021 6:12:04 PM
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 Dear National City Council,
 
I would like to give my consent that the San Diego Rescue Mission CUP application will be
given approval by the National City Council.
The reason of my consent it that the San Diego Rescue Mission has been extending help to
many underprivileged people, and helps 
many homeless people to be housed especially during this cold season. I know that you know
what they had been doing for many years
in San Diego and I'm sure that they will be a great help to the City of National City where
homelessness is growing.
 
Thank you so much for hearing my voice.
 
Sincerely,
 
Romulo Somera
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Dear City Council Members, 

I am writing to ask you to approve the San Diego Rescue Mission's use permit for a new
Navigation Center in National City.  This facility will help National City's most vulnerable
citizens with basic needs of security, food and shelter.  Caring for this group communicates to
other citizens that the City values all citizens and takes its responsibility seriously.  It also
addresses the concerns of property and business owners asking for solutions to their concerns. 
The SD Rescue Mission has a track record of excellent neighbor relationships as well.  Having
their organization in National City will improve the lives of individuals, and be an asset to
community vitality and health.  

Thank you for investing in the health of our community,
Becca Phelps

mailto:beccaphelps17@gmail.com
mailto:publiccomment@nationalcityca.gov


From: H. Bradley Bang
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Subject: Item # 31- Conditional Use Permit for San Diego Rescue Mission
Date: Tuesday, December 7, 2021 2:03:09 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

My name is Bradley Bang. I am a retired citizen in National City and serve on the Library
Board. I am very happy to hear that our city is choosing to do something to help the large
homeless population in our city. This is a great location and facility to provide these services
because it is close to where a large number of homeless people are living currently. I have no
idea if this facility is big enough for our homeless population but it would provide a great
center to provide short-term services to this population. It is really important that our city have
a plan and does its part in providing services to this increasing population. We all have
sympathy for the homeless and would like to do something about it but we need a plan. By
making the decision to support this effort National City will help provide the facility that the
community can support to help our homeless population get back on their feet with dignity.

Thank you,

Bradley Bang  

mailto:bradleybang@gmail.com
mailto:publiccomment@nationalcityca.gov


New Business


Agenda Item #31. Notice of Decision-Planning Commission Approval of a Conditional 
Use Permit modification for the former South Bay Community Church located at 2400 
Euclid Avenue to add a transitional housing facility. (Applicant : San Diego Rescue 
Mission) (Case File 2021-13 CUP) (Planning)


Honorable Mayor of National City, Alejandra Sotelo-Solis


Honorable Vice-Mayor: José Rodriguez

Honorable Council member: Mona Rios

Honorable Council member: Marcos Bush 

Honorable Council member, Ron Morrison


Honorable Elected Officials,

 

It is my honor to speak/write on favor of the Agenda Item #31. As you all know there is 
a great need for housing in general, and supporting the approval for a Conditional Use 
Permit modification for Transitional Housing is an step forward to provide for some 
families in great need of a helping hand for a period of time for them having a place to 
focus on getting their lives in order. I believe that National City leadership has the ability 
and the desire to do what is right at this moment. 

This is your opportunity to prove that you are full of empathy toward these human 
beings who will highly benefit with this approval of the transitional housing facility.  I 
urge you ALL to support this Transitional Housing Facility as a step moving forward to 
lower the ongoing homeless crisis. I have reviewed the history of quality of services 
provided by the applicant: San Diego Rescue Mission, and I am so thankful that there 
is a great group helping our communities such as this one, and knowing that National 
City does not have a Transitional Housing Facility at the moment, it brings to me the 
issue of empathy, equity and equality that many of you ran your campaigns.  Please 
support and approve this item #31 as by doing so, you are supporting families in need.  
Si se puede!


Respectfully,


Miriam Aguilar Escobar

State Deputy For Women

League of United Latin American Citizens

E-mail: maescobar@dslextreme.com

(619) 894 1113


mailto:maescobar@dslextreme.com
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