Agenda of an Adjourned Regular Meeting of the National City
City Council of the City of National City

Sign Ordinance Workshop and Brown Act Presentation

Council Chambers
1243 National City Boulevard
Nationai City, Caiifornia

Open To The Pubiic

Please compiete a request to speak form prior to the commencement of the meeting and
submit it to the City Clerk.

It is the intention of your City Council of the City of National City to be receptive to your concerns

in this community. Your participation in local government will assure a responsible and efficient

City of National City. We invite you to bring to the attention of the City Manager/Executive -
Director any matter that you desire the City Council of the City of National City to consider. We

thank you for your presence and wish you to know that we appreciate your involvement.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Prior to the Business portion of the agenda, the Elected Body will receive public
comments regarding any matters within the jurisdiction of the City and/ior the Community Deveiopment
Commission. Members of the public may also address any item on the agenda at the time the item is
considered by the Elected Body. Persons who wish to address the Elected Body are requested to fill out
a “Request to Speak” form available at the entrance to the City Council Chambers, and turn in the
completed form to the City Clerk. The Mayor or Chairperson will separately call for testimony of those
persons who have turned in a “Request to Speak” form. If you wish to speak, please step to the podium
at the appropriate time and state your name and address (optional} for the record. The time limit
established for public testimony is three minutes per speaker uniess a different time limit is announced.
Speakers are encouraged to be brief. The Mayor or Chairperson may limit the length of comments due to
the number of persons wishing to speak or if comments become repetitious or irrelevant.

NQOTE: Pursuant to state law, items requiring Council of the City of National City action must be brought back on a subsequent
Council of the City of National City Agenda unless they are of a demonstrated emergency or urgent nature.

Upon request, this agenda can be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a
disability in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Please contact the City Clerk’s Office at
(619) 336-4228 to request a disability-related modification or accommodation. Notification 24-hours prior

to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to snsure accessibility to this
meeting.

Spanish audio interpretation is provided during Council Meetings. Audio headphones are avaiiabie in the iobby at the
beginning of the meetings.

Audio inferpretacion en espafiol se proporciona durante sesiones del Consejo Municipal.
Los audiéfonos estan disponibles en el pasilic al principio de la junta.

Council Requests That All Cell Phones
And Pagers Be Turned Off During City Council Meetings
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OPEN TO THE PUBLI

CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

PUBLIC COMMENTS (THREE-MINUTE TIME LIMIT)

WORKSHOP

1. Amendment to Title 18 (Zoning) Chapter 18.47 of the National City Municipal Code
pertaining to Signs and Outdoor Advertising Displays and seeking City Council
direction on proposed changes. (Planning/City Attorney)

PRESENTATION

2. The Brown Act: Maintaining Transparency in an era of evolving technology.
(City Attorney)

ADJOURNMENT

Regutar Meeting of the City Council and Community Development Commission -

Housing Authority of the City of National City - Tuesday — October 6, 2015 - 6:00 p.m. -
Council Chambers, National City, California



CITY OF NATIONAL CITY, CALIFORNIA
COUNCIL AGENDA STATEMENT

MEETING DATE:  geptember 22, 2015 AGENDA ITEM NO. ' 1

ITEM TITLE:

Amendment to Title 18 {(Zoning) Chapter 18.47 of the National City Municipal Code pertaining to Signs and
Outdoor Advertising Displays and seeking City Councii direciion on proposed changes.

PREPARED BY: Claudia Silva, Martin Reeder DEPARTMENT: f@’i‘fv Attorneyv, Plannfi__n_g‘! _
PHONE: 1619-336-4220 APPROVED BY ) —Y
EXPLANATION: h b

The City Councii heid a pubiic hearing on proposed changes to amend Title 18.47 of the Nationai City
Municipal Code pertaining to Signs and Qutdoor Advertising Displays at a Public Hearing on May 19, 2015.
Questions were raised about non-commercial sign size increases during election periods, at which time staff
was asked to research simiiar ianguage in the City of Chula Vista and City of San Diego Municipai Codes.

At a hearing held on June 2, 2015, The Council continued the item to a workshop in order to discuss the
item at [ength. The attached background report discusses changes already proposed by staff, and offers
options for potential additichal changes.

Staff is seeking direction from the City Council on proposed and potential changes to the Sign Ordinance.|

FINANCIAL STATEMENT: APPROVED: Finance
ACCOUNT NO. N/A APPROVED: MIS
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW:

Not a project per CEQA

ORDINANCE: INTRODUCTION: FINAL ADOPTION:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Provide direction to staff on proposed and potential changes to Chapter 18.47 (Signs and Outdoor
Advertising)

BOARD / COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:

N/A |
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Background Report 4. Strike-through/underline version of Chapter 18.47
2. Existing Chapter 18.47 5. Temporary Political {Campaign) Signs Posting Rules {City of Carlsbad)

3. Proposed Chapter 18.47







BACKGROUND REPORT

History

With the exception of minor amendments related to political sighage and mobile
billboards (among others) in 2009, the sign chapter of the Land Use Code had been
mostly unchanged for several years prior to 2011. The most recent iteration of the Land
Use Code was adopted on January 9, 2012, which inciuded an update of the Sign
Ordinance (Chapter 18.47). The new ordinance carried over much of the preceding
ianguage, but added = section related to digitai advertising signage and a quick
reference tabie. The digitai adveriising signags section reiied on industry language and
standards of the time, which are becoming outdated.

Purpose
The general purpose of this amendment is to amend the chapter with regard to the

aliowed and disallowed temporary and permanent signs on various iand uses. The
amendments include time, piace and manner restrictions, prohibitions and allowances,
and remedies and enforcement. A copy of the previous and proposed sign ordinances
are attached for your review. As part of the amendment, the title of the chapter will now
be “Signs on Private Property and Public Property not Owned by the City or its Affiliated
Agencies”. This differentiates such signs from signs on City-owned property, which are
regulated by Municipal Code Chapter 13.28.090 - Permanent, private party signs on city
property.

Analysis

There are several additions to the Sign Ordinance, beginning with section 18.47.020,
which lays out the Authority, Scope, and Infent of the Sign Ordinance. This is in concert
with the Purpose section, which was carried over from the previous ordinance. These
sections are similar to other existing code sections, which reference applicable laws for
authority, and define the scope of activities subject to the ordinance. The Infent section
refers to the protection of First Amendment rights and that the Ordinance comports with
all applicable principles of federai and state, constitutional, statutory and administrative
[awv.

Section 18.47.030 - Basic Principles — includes the fofiowing sections:

s Enforcement Authority — The Director (City Manager or assign);
Administrative interpretation — Staff, staff referral to Planning Commission;
Responsibility for Compliance — Sign owner, parmit holder, those in control of the
property, property owner/s;

o Onsite-Offsite Distinction — Applies to commercial messages only;

¢ Message Neutrality — Sign regulation in a manner that does not favor commercial
speech over noncommercial speechi and that does not reguiate protected
noncommercial speech by message content;

¢« Message Substitution — isee beiow]

Message substitution
Court decisions on signs often make a distinction between "commercial speech” and

"noncommercial speech.” Commercial speech is regular advertising, seeking customers
and clients, debate in the marketplace of goods and services. Noncommercizl speech



is issue advocacy and expression on ideas; most commonly, political and/or religious
messages.

In the most famous sign case, Metromedia v. San Diego (1981), the US Supreme Court
announced three basic principles for the law of signs: 1) local governments may ban
billboards, in the interests of safety and community esthetics; 2) when regulating signs,
local governments may not favor commercial speech over noncommercial speech; and
3) local governments may not favor particular types of noncommercial speech over
others.

An example of "favoring commercial speech" might be aliowing real estate for sale
signs, but no other signs, in certain locations. An example of favoring a particular type
of noncommercial speech might be allowing poliitical message signs, but disallowing
religious message signs, in certain places.

To avoid any inadvertent violation of rules 2 (favoring commercial) or 3 (favoring
particular types of noncommercial), the new sign code includes a strong "message
substitution™ provision. It means that anywhere anyone has a sign, or a right to a sign,
they may substitute a noncommercial message in place of any commercial message, or
in piace of some other noncommercial message. This substitution of noncommercial
messages does not require a new permit, so fong as there is no change in the physical
structure of the sign.

Signs Exempt from Sign Permit Requirement [aka “Temporary Signs] (18.47.060)

The section related to residential signs has been modified to reference size, placement,
and message content regulations. Specific changes include;

e Signs may be free standing or mounted on doors, walls, or fences;
flag poles not exceeding 25 feet cumulative of linear footage; roof-
mounted signs prohibited;

s Any variety or combination of constitutionally protecied
noncommercial speech (including but not limited to political /
election signs);

° Signs with other commercial messages, general advertising for
hire, or any message whose public display is illegal are prohibited.

® Maximum display area of 16 square feet per parce! at all times;
except during the Election Period this allowance may be increased
up to 32 square feet per parcel per street frontage visible from the
public right of way. The maximum display area is the cumulative
total of all signs that are subject to the area limit.

References to temporary signs for construction or properly for lease or sale are still
included. In addition, the section for Temporary Signs for Events is now Temporary
Signs for Special Events. Special Events are also now defined in section 18.47.040.



This section regulates the time period for display and the maximum size per street
frontage. The signs are pemitted in Commercial, industrial, Multi-Family, Mixed-Use,
and Institutional zones and are limited to 32 square feet per street frontage. Generaiiy
speaking, special event signage may be displayed no more than 30 days pricr and 5
days after a special event.

Other additions fo section 18.47.060 inciude added language referring to banners,
fags, and pennants, as well as a new requirement for idsntification iags Tor signs during
the Election Pericd. The tags would allow City staff to more easily idenifiv the parties
responsible for posting (e.g. private sign posting company, nolitical campaign stzff etc.),
and allow for more efficient removal after the Election Period.

The remainder of the changes in the Sign Ordinance is related to updating ianguage,
terms, titles, ciarifying potential confusing references, adding cross-references etc. Staff
has aiso removed the quick reference table. A version of the table will still be
maintained, but is infended o be used at the counter for staff and client reference. The
table contains size and location data for each zone, but would not be a formal part of
the Land Use Code. The table would be for reference only; the text contained in the
Land Use Code text would govern and prevail in the case of a conflict of information.
The reference table is attached.

General Plan Conformance

The amendment is consistent with several General Plan policies that are intended to
encourage quality signs that promote interest and function in a non-intrusive manner.
The policies are as follows:

Policy LU-9.5: Apply design standards that promote the use of high quality building
materials, architectural and site designs, landscaping, signage, and amenities.

Policy LU-11.9: Encourage the improvement of existing signage to help promote a
more attractive street scene in business districts.

Pelicy NN-4.7: Minimize fight pollution through attention to site design including the
appropriate piacement of outdoor lighting and signage, and discouraging lighting where
not required for safety and or business operations.

Hearings
The City Council heid a public hearing on the proposed changes at a public hearing on

May 19, 2015. Questions were raised about non-commercia sign size increases during
election periods, at which time staff was asked to research similar tanguage in the City
of Chula Vista and City of San Diego Municipal Codes. Ai a subsequent hearing held
on June 2, 2015, the Council continued the item to = workshop in order to discuss the
itern at length.



Other Jurisdiction Code language related to signs during events

City of Chula Vista
19.60.600 Specialty signs.

K. Temporary Noncommercial Signs During Certain Periods. In addition to signage
otherwise allowed in any zone, during the period of four calendar months preceding any
scheduled election and up to and including 10 calendar days following such election,
temporary signs bearing noncommercial messages (including but not limited to
messages on the topics of politics, religion, science, arts, philosophy, etc.) may be
displayed on private property (not including private property which is also public right-of-
way}, without permit, subject to the owner's consent, and also subject to:

1. In agricultural and residential zones:

a.
b.

C.

No sigh may exceed five square feet in area.
Double-faced signs as defined in this chapter are permitted.

No sign shall be posted in such a manner that any portion of said sign
is within five feet of the house side of the sidewalk and, if there is no
sidewalk within 15 feet of said sign, then 15 feet from the house side
of the street curb. Said sighs must be placed at least five feet from the
house side of intersecting sidewalks or if there are no sidewalks, then
15 feet from the house or back sides of intersecting curbs. Unless a
further setback is required by the foregoing rules (as in the case of
corner lots adjacent to intersecting streets), said signs shall be located
at least five feet from side property lines except for lots located at
intersections.

No sign shall exceed three and one-half feet in height in the front
setback area, and such signs shall not exceed six feet in height in any
area unless said sign is attached flush to any building. The
measurement shall be taken from the ground level to the top of said
sign.

No sign may be affixed to an already existing sign.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to render a property owner
liable for the posting of a sign on his or her property.

2. In commercial and industrial zones:

a.

b.

No sign may exceed 12 square feet in area. Double-faced signs as
defined in this chapter may be permitted.

No sign may be affixed to an already existing sign.



3. Removal. The procedure for the removal of temporary noncommercial signs
is as follows:

a. Notice. The director shall give 24 hours’ notice to the owner of the sign
(if known), of the city’s intent {o remiove any unauthorized temporary
sign beatring a noncommerciai message. The notice shall specify the
provision of the sign ordinance being viclated, and shall inform the
owner that removai charges will be assessed. The owner mav, within
24 hours of receiving notice, request a hearing before the director o
appeal the decision to remove the sign. if the owner so requests, the
sign shali not be removed unitil the hearing has been held and a final
decision rendered. If the owner cannot be identified or located after
reasonable effort, the sigh may be treated as abandoned property and
removed.

b. Appeal and Removal. In the absence of an appeal of the removal
decision, the sign may be removed by the city and the reasonable cost
thereof charged to the sign owner and/or persons responsible for
placing the illegal sign. Such cost shall be set by resolution of city
council.

City of San Diego

No increase in square-footage for noncommercial signs during an election period is
mentioned in San Diego’s Municipal Code. Standard size rules apply. These sizes are
different in each zone, but only real estate and garage sale signs are allowed with
regard to temporary signs. There is no limit to the number of campaign signs that can
be posted on private property (other than the total area restrictions). Campaign signs in
the City of San Diego must also have information on who paid for the sign.

City of Carisbad

Aithough not part of the original discussion regarding other jurisdictions, the sign
reguiations for the City of Carlsbad were noted during staff research. That city provides
& handout the outlines the posting rules for temporary political (campaign) signs. The
handout states what signs can be placed, how long they can be placed, where they can
be piaced, and what permits (if necessary) are required. The rules are attached for your

reference.

Summary
Since the most recent Land Use Update in 2012, there have heen changes in

constitutional law regarding signs, particularly with regard to message neutrality and
message substitution. The need to incorporate these changes, as weil as to updaie
outdated language, terms, Gtles, etc. has led to this proposed updaie io the Sign
Ordinance (Section 18.47 of the Land Use Code). The proposed amendments meet the
policies and goals of the General Plan, and will ensure that staff is abie to administer
the Code in an efficient and appropriate manner.



On October 4, 2011 the City Council initiated a Code Amendment that was intended to
clean up the L.and Use Code. Since adoption the new code in 2011 and the subsequent
re-adoption in 2012, there have been various discrepancies and typographic issues that
need to be remedied. Although the amendment will ultimately cover much more than just
the Signs and Outdoor Advertising Displays chapter, staff is attempting to fast-track this
particular section amendment so as to comply with changes in constitutional law
regarding signs. The remaining items to be amended will follow at a later date.

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on this amendment at their mesting of
May 4, 2015 and recommended approval of the amendment. if the Council is amenable
to the change to 18.47 the associated Ordinance would need to be introduced. A second
reading would follow at a subsequent meeting. if ultimately approved, the amendment
would affect all private property and public property not owned by the City or its
affiliated agencies.

Staff is seeking direction from the City Council on proposed and potential changes to
the Sign Ordinance. A strike-through/underline version of the Sign Ordinance is
attached for your reference.



Chapter 18.47

SIGNS AND OUTDGOR ADVERTISING
DISPLAYS

Sections:

18.47.610 Pwrpose,

18.47,020 Site plsn review and/or sign
permit resguired.

18.47.030 Unlawful display of signs or
) Kibited

18.47.040 Definitions.

18.47.056 Design snd maintensnce.

18.47.060 Permanent signs peymitted in all
ZOWES.

18.47.070 Lazrge permanent sigus in
commmercial, industrial, mixed-use
and institational xomes,

18.47.08¢ Large permanent signs in
shopping centers.

18.47.090 Smasll permanent sigmz in
commercizl, industrial,
institationsl, mixed and
multi-fersily zones.

18.47.100 Pole-momted or frecstanding
sigms in coptmercial, indusixial,
mixed-nwe, and institutional
zomes.

1847.11¢ Roof mounted signs.

1842138 Rewiving Sgis i sounmscsn
and industrial zones.

18.47.130 Temmporary signs pernxitted ko all
zomes,

18.47.140 Projecting siges in commercial,
indnstrial, mixed-nee. and
imstitutions] zomes,

18.47.150 Vehicle sipns.

18.47.160 Pablic assembly nse signs.
18.47.170 Riur=l-type sigms n commercinl
ead mized-ges zopes,

18.47.180 Digitel advertising display (dad)
slgrg.

(National City Bupp, No. 35)
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18.47.190 Flags, bagpers, and pennants,

18.47.200 Signs prohibited in all zones.

18.47.216 Master sign program.

18.47.220 Removal from shandoned site or

1247230 Nosconforming wigss.

1847240 Constitutional severability.

18.47.250 Non-comumercial speech.

18.47.260 Sign regeistions by zome and
type.

18.47.279 Signs for special =z,

18.£7.01¢ Porposa

The purposes of this chapter are to: aid in the
identification of properties, land uses, and enter-
prises; improve traffic safety by reducing visual
distractions and physical obstructions and haz-
ards; enhance the general appearance and aesthet-
jcs of the urban enviromment; and protect the
natural beenty of the city's open space.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh, B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.020  Site plan review and/or sign permit
required.

A. Site Plan Review and/or Sign Permit Ap-
proval. Signs allowed by this chapter may not be
ingtalled until a site plan review and/or sign permit
is conducted and approved (see Section 18.12.100)
and 2 finding of compliance iz made with the
detign criteria identified in this chapter by the
planning diviston. Signs that are not consistent
with the design criteria outlined in this chepter
may ot be installed. This determination may de
eppealed pursnant to the provisions of Section
18.12.060.

. B. Considerations. Site plan review and/or a
sign permit shall be Emited to considerations of
the iocation, instaliaiion or piacement, size, public
safety and sight distanoe, view blockage, and com-
parable matters, and not to the content of the
message conveyed by the sign or banner, except
when the publication of such mesezge is unlawful.



C. Exempt Signs. Site plan review and sign
permits are not required for exempt signs pursu-
ant to Section 18.12.100(C). ,

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Bxh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.033  Unlawful display of siges or baxmers
prohibited.

A. Except as provided in this chapter and in
Section 18.12.100, it is unlawful for any person or
entity to install, maintain, or allow the installation
or maintenance of a sign or banner as defined in
this chapter in any zone.

B. The reference to a specific prohibition in
this chapter shall not affect the validity and effect
of the general prohibition set forth in this chapter
or its application regulating the uses of property
outlined throughout the remainder of the Land
Use Code, nor shall it affect Chapter 10.54 prohib-
iting the maintenance of graffiti as a public nui-
Sance.

C. Thischapter shall not apply to any povern-
menta] agency or to any regulatory sign prescribed
or required by federal or state law or Jocal ordi-
nance.

D. Nothing in this chapter is intended to au-
thorize the installation of a sign or banner with-
out the permission of the owner or occupant of
that property.

E. Within this chapter, all regulations shall
refer and apply only to-"on-site” displays of signs
aod banners. When a regulation is made applica-
ble to an “off-site” display, it shall be so desig-
nated. Unless so designated, off-site displays arc
prohibited. Off-site displays include "sign spin-
ners."

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh, B-1, 2-7-2012)

1847040  Definitions.

A. Asused in this chapter, and in addition to
ihe defmitions in the glossary, the following defi-
nitions or concepis shall be applicable:

1. "Banner” is any flexible material, such as
cloth, plastic, vinyl, paper, cardboard or thin metal,
with or without & "message,” attached outdoors to
a building, structure or mounting device, or at-

18.47.040

tached indoors to a building, structure or mount-
ing device so as to be visible from the exterior of a
building, or structure. The term "banner* inclades
a pennant, flag, or bunting.

2. "Billboard" means a sign which dizects at-
tention to a business, community service or enter-
teinment not exclusively related to the premises
where such sign is Jocated.

3. "Buating” is a form of banner that is typi-
caily presented and displayed in a folded or gath-
ered fashion or combination. It may include a
display in combination with a flag or bapner. De-
perding on the format of the display, the term may
be synonymous with banner.

4. "Business premises” refers to specific busi-
ness occupency within a building or upon a parcel
of land, typically having a specific address and
discrete entrance(s) and exit(s) so as to maintain a
specific business identity and Iocation.

5. "Changeable copy sign" refers to a sign
displaying a "message” that is changed by means
of moveable letters, slats, lights, light emitting
diodes, or moveable background material,

6. "Directional sign” is any individual sign
used to provide directions to pedestrians and ve-
hicular traffic. It shall not include a grouping or
mosaic of individual signs that are arranged in
such a manner as to constitute a larger sign,

7. "Flag"isaform of "banner” that is mounted
and displayed outdoors on a pole.

8. "Freestanding sign" means a sign which is
permanently supported on the gronnd by one or
more uprights, braces, poles, or other similar struc-
tural components that are not attached to any
building. This category includes both monument
and pole signs.

9. "Fromtage" when used as a measurement
reference of a building or business premises, shall
refer to the distance beiween the two most distant
corners of a building measured in a straight line
along the building face bordering the adjoining
street. See the glossary pertaining to frontage when
made applicable to a parcel of land. Tt shall also

(National City Supp. No. 35)



18.47.040

refer to the elevation of a building that abuts or
adjoins a private or public right-of-way or parking
lot.

10, "Height" means the distance measured
vertically from grade to the highest point or por-
tion of ihe object to be measured or height lim-
ited.

11, "Hhpeningted gign” means 3 sign whoss
message is made resdzble by internal or external
lights or light emitting diodes, typically during
hours of darkness.

12. “Install" or “installation” inciudes but is
not limited to the act by which = sign is con-
structed or placed on and or a structure, or the act
of attaching, painting, printing, producing, or re-
producing, or using any other method or process
by which a visual message is presented or placed
upon a surface.

13. "Message” means any form of visizal com-
munication presented on any type of media. It is
not material whether the communication has any
logical, practical, literary, or artistic significance
or not. It mcludes any form or combination of
letters, graphics, symbols or designs. The term is
not intended to include mono-color paint applied
to the exterior, trim, fascia, or other architectural
clements of a building for protection against the
elements,

14. "Monument sign" means a low-profile free-
standing sign supported by a structural base or
other solid structurat features other than support
poles and may contain signage on more than one
side.

15. "Mural® or "mural-type sign" means a
sign painted on the exterior wall of a building
consisting of graphics or images, either alonsorin
combination with letters,

16, "Off-site” or “off-aite gign” refers to a sign
or bansei that promoies or adverises goods, ser-
viges or activities located or oftered on 2 business
prexmises or parcel that is separate from the parcel
where the sign is located, even if the two sites or
parcels are contignouns to each other,

17. "Om-site" or "on-site sign" refers to a sign
or banner that promotes or advertises goods, ser-

(Natiosal City Supp, No. 35)

vices, or activity located or offered on the business
premuses or parcel of properiy where the sign is
located.

18. "Ountdoors" means a location on undevel-
oped property or to the exterior of & building or
siructore. .

19. "Cutdoor advertising” refers to ths plane-
ment of 3 message on signs or banpers located
outdoors, or located imdoors in a manner such
that the message is visible from, the exterior of a
building or structure,

20. "Parcels" or "property® or similar refer-
ences or descriptions shall refer to parcels defined
or delineaied by assessor parcel numbers main-
tained by the County tax zasessor or &s defined in
the glossary of this Code.

2]. "Pennant" is a banner with three sides.

22. "Permanent sign" means a sign that is
solidly attached to a building, structure, or the
grourid by means of mounting brackets, bolts,
welds, or other combination of attachment meth-
ods, thereby rendering the sign non-moveable or
difficult to reposition without the use of machin-
ery, cutting devices, or mechanical devices. See
also "temporary sign."

23, "Polesign" means a permanently mounted,
freestanding sign which is supported above the
ground by one or more uprights, braces, poles, or
other similar structural components.

24. "Projecting sign" is any sign which proj-
ects beyond a building face and uses a wall or
vertical element of a building as its main source of
support. A projecting sign inchudes 2 double-faced
sign that is installed more or less perpendicular to
the face of a building so as to allow a message to
be viewable from eitker side. A projecting sign
does not include signs that are installed along the
face of a buiiding and ihai are completely at-
tached to the face of a building.

25. "Rooftop or rooi~-mounied sign" means a
sign that extends above the ridgeline of the roof of
& building or & sign attached to any portion of the
roof of a building.

26, "Shopping cenier” shall mean a group of
commercial buildings as defined in the Glossary.
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27. "Sign" as used in this chapter, shalf gener-
ically refer to any medium through which a mes-
sage is conveyed which is placed outdoors in any
zone or is visible fo the exterior of 5 commercial or
industrial building or structure. Tt shall include a
banner and any of the following:

2. Any advertising display defined in Section
9.32.610.

b. Any message painted, printed, or other-
wise produced or affixed on or to:

c. The exterior of a building or structure;

d. A rigid or semi-rigid material or surface,
such as wood, metal, or plastic, attached to a
building, structure, or pole or which is itself free-
standing; or

e. Aninflatable balloon or other three-dimen-
sional object that is tethered or fastened to a build-
ing, structure, pole, or the ground.

28. "Temporary sign" means a sign that is
easily moveable and which is not attached to &
building, structure, or the ground in such a man-
ner as to be rendered a permanent sign.

29. "Visible to the exterior” refers to the place-
ment of a sign or banner within the interior first
eight feet of a commercial or industrial building
or structure in such a manner so that it or its
message is readily visible on an immediately con-
tiguous public right-of-way, parking o, or parcel.
To be visible does not require that the message be
understandable or readable,

{(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh, B-1, 2-7-2012)

1847.056  Design and maintensnce,

A. Uniform Building, Electrical and Mechan-
ical Code Compliance—Required. No sign shall
be installed that does not comply with the appli-
cable Uniform Building, Mechanical ang Electri-
cal Codes adopted by the city. Permits for instal-
fation shall be obtained, when reguired, prior to
any insta[lation, from the director of building and
safety.

B. Maintenance. All signs and their support-
ing structures and components shall be main-
tained in a state of safe condition and good repair.
Signs shall be "face washed" at least once a year.

18.47.060

Electrically energized components must bear the
seal of approval of an approved testing labora-
tory. Broken faces and burned-out lamps, bulbs,
or tubes must be replaced within thirty days from
the date of notification from the city.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.060  Permanent signs permitted in all
zones,

The following signs shall be permitted in all
zones. Site plan review shall not be required.

A. Permanent Signs.

1. Size, The display on any parcel of any
single sign, flag, or banner that is less than six
square feet in area is permitted, except when a
home occupation permit has been issued for a
residential parcel, this exemption shall not apply,
and that property shall be subject to all the require-
ments of this chapter.

2. Restrictions. No signs shall be placed in
the public right-of-way nor shall they obstruct the
free flow of traffic.

B. Directional Signs. Directional signs which
do not exceed a total of three square feet in size
per sign and total area combined does not exceed
nine square feet.

C. Freestanding or Monument Signs. A max-
imnm of two freestanding or morument signs not
1o exceed a total of one hundred square feet, are
permitted for single-family subdivisions, multi-
family developments, or mobite home parks.

D. Official Flags. Up to three official flags of-
the Unites States, the State of California, or other
states of the nation, counties, municipalities, and
official flags of sovereign-nations. Proposals for
more than three flags require a sign permit and site
plan review. If flags are to be displayed on vertical
flagpoles, these poles shall be permanently in-
stalled with appropriate building permits. Flags of
nationally or internationally recognized organiza-
tions and corporate or business flags are only
permitted if displayed in conjumction with the
United States flag. The Flag Code of the United
States shall be observed at ali times.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

(Mational City Supp. No. 35)
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18.47.070

18.47.070  Large permsment signs in
cemmercial, indostyisl, mixed-use
and institationsl zomes.

A. Specifications and Restrictions. Except in
shopping centers, lagge permanent signs (those
exceeding twenty-five square feet in area) may be
matalied on or along the face of a building in
commercigl, and commercial upep in 2 mixed mee
zone, industrial or institutionsl zones, subiect to
the following specifications and restrictions:

1. Signa shall be timited to one sign per busi-
ness premise per frontage along a street, freeway,
or parking lot.

2. Signarea on the primary frontage shall not
exceed thirty percent of the area of the building
face or four square feet of sign for each linear foot
of building face along that frontage, whichever is
greater.

3. Sign area ona secondary frontage shall not
exceed fifteen percent of the area of the building
face or two square feet per linear foot of second-
ary frontage, whichever is greater.

4. The sign face shall not be located, such as
by a cabinet, deep lettering, or architectural fea-
ture, more than eighteen inches from a building
face unless an exception is approved pursuant to
site plan review. .

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.080  Large permsenent signs in shopping
centers.

Large permanent signs for businesses within a
shopping center shall be limited to one per busi-
ness premises per frontage on 2 common walkway,
parking lot, drivewny, alleyway, street, or freeway.
The size and placement of these signs shall con-
form with the standards specified by Section
18.47.070 as well as standards that may be applied
through any required city council or planning com-
mission approval, including but not limited to a
conditional use permit, planned development per-
mit, specific plan, or variance.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh, B-1, 2-7-2012)

{Naiions] City Supp. No. 35)

18.47.090 Small permanent signs

A. Permanent Signs 1ess then Twenty-Five
Square Feet. Any permanent sign measuring less
than 25 square feet and not described elsewhere in
1his chapter shall he considered a small permanent
sign that shall only be permitied in commercial,
industrial, and institutional zones and commer-
cial pses in a mixed-use zone as follows:

1. Small permanent signs shell be permitted
only in windows or along the face of a bwiding.

2. Thetotal area of all small permenent signs
and any alfowable small temporary signs com-
bined shall not exceed ten percent of the wall or
elevation on which the sign is placed.
{Ond. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.100 Pole-mounted or frecstanding signs
i commercial, industrial,
mixed-use, and institutional zones,

A Raqmrement&?ol&mountedorfreestand-
ing signs are permitted in the commercial and
industrial zones and commercial uses in a mixed-
use zone, subject to the following requirements:

1. Pole signs or freestanding signs shail be
limited to one sign per frontage on street, freeway,
or parking lot, and may include a cluster sign
identifying individual businesses on the parceks).

2. The total area of any sign installed along
the primary frontage shail not exceed four square
fest per lineal foot of property on the primary
froniags,

3. The total area of any sign instalied along
each secondary frontage shall not exceed two square
feet per lineal foot of property on the secondary
frontage.

4. Sign structures shall not be placed within
the required setback area, except that pmjecung
signs may protrude into or overhang a maximum
distance of one-half of the setback.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh, B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.110  Roof mounted gigns,
Roof-~mounted signs are not permitted.
(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)
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18.47.120  Revolving signs in commercial and
indestrial zones.

Signs that revolve shall be restricted to those
that rotate three hundred sixty degrees and no
more than eight revolutions per minute, Revolving
signs shall be pefmitted only in commercial and
industrial zones.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.130  Temporary signs permitted in all
Zones.

A. Temporary Signs on Construciion Sites,
Temporary signs on construction sites having the
following specifications shall be permitted in ail
ZOnes:

1. Themaximum total area for signs at single-
family residential construction projects shall be
twenty square feet per street frontage,

2. The maximum area of signage at other
congtruction projects shall be fifty square feet per
street frontage,

3. For any request for square-footage exceed-
ing the limits set forth in subsections (A)(1) and
(A)(2), a temporary nse permit is required, the
granting or denial of which shall be based solely
on objective criteria such as time, location, and
size,

4. All signs must be removed priortoandasa
condition of the final inspection and approval of
the project.

B. Temporary Signs on For Sale or For Leasc
Property. A maximum of two temporary signs on
currently for sale or for lease property may be
installed on developed or undeveloped property in

all zones, with the following requirements and’

specifications for the sign:

1. The maximum area of signage allowed by
this section per parcel per street frontage in com-
mercial, industrial, mixed-use, multi-family, or in-
stitutional zones shall be fifty square feet.

2. The maxinnnn area of signage aliowed by
this section per parcel per frontage in single-family
residential zones is six square feet.

3. These signs shall not be lighted.

18.47.130

4. Signs shall be removed within ten days
following the lease or sale of the premises on
which the sign is displayed.

C. Temporary Off-Site Signs Prokibited. Tem-
porary off-site signs are prohibited in all zones,
unless otherwise provided herein and by state law.

D. Temporary Signs For Events. Additional
temporary sigas erected due to an event are per-
oiitted as follows:

1. Commercial/Industtial/Multi-Family/
Mixed-Use/Institutional Zoses,

a. Oneor mare temporary signs, each of which
is thirty-two square feet or less in area, shall be
permitted per parcel,

b. Temporary signs, except flags and banners,
shall not be fastened directly to the exterior wall or
face of any building. Such signs may be displayed
in windows or on display boards, provided the
combined total area of all signs does not exceed
ten percent of the area of the building face upon
which the signs are mounted. (See Section 18.47.190
for restrictions on flags and banners) -

c. Such signage is permitted on a temporary
basis as defined hereinafter, in addition to other
sign allotment per site.

2. Single-Family Residential Zones.

a. Oneormore temporary signs, each of which
is six square feet or less in area, shall be permitted
per parcel, .

b. A parcel that is a corner lot can also have
up to two signs greater than six square feet or less
in area, but less than or equal to sixteen square feet
in ares per parcel.

¢. Permission of the property owner or oceu-
pant where the sign is placed shall be required.

d. No temporary signs are permitted in the
public right-of-way.

e. Removal, If the signage was erected for an
event, such signage shall be removed within ten
days after the event.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh, B-1, 2-7-2012)

(¥xtional City Supp. No. 35)
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18.47.140

18.47.140  Projecting signs in commercial,
indusiriel, mixed-nse, and
institntional zones.

A. Conditions, A projecting sign may be per-
mitted in all commercial, industrial, mixed-use,
and institutional zones, subject to the following
conditions:

i. Projecting signs shall not proiect over any
public right-of-way, including streeis or alieys, ex-
capt as provided in subsection (D) below.

2. The maximum height of projecting signs
shali be twelve feet, and may project above any
eave or parepet of less than twelve feet in beight,
but may not project inward over any such eave or
parapet.

3. The maximum area of 2 projecting sign
shall be thirty-two square feet..

4. Projecting signs may project over street
parkways and required setback areas a2 maximum
of one-half of thestrest parkway or setback width.
For the purpose of this section, "street parkway" is
defined as that part of the public street right-of-
way lying between the front property line and the
edge of the roadway.

5. No more than one projecting sign shall be
placed on each street frontage per business prem-
ises,

6. A projecting sign shall be permitted only in
lics of a freestanding or marques sign, and may
not be utilized in addition to a freestanding or
margquese sign.

7. Projecting signs shall be supporied so as to
appear to be an arciutecivaial and miegial part of
the building. The sign shall be free of any extra
bracing, angle iron, guy wires, or cables.

{Ord. No, 2012-2377, Exh, B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.150  Vehicle signs.

A. Permitted Vehicle Signs.

1. Advertising signs on buses and taxis,

2. Signs on avtomobiles and trucks that are
painted on or attached flat against the vehicle to
identify or advertise the associated business, pro-
vided that the vehicle is primarily used for the
business and not parked on public streets.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

(National City Supp. No. 35)

i847.160  Public assembly nse signs.

On property used for public assembly, one
wall mounted sign not to exceed twenty square
feet in area per street frontage or parking lot front-
age, and one freestanding changeable copy direc-
tory sign not to exceed six feet in height and
iwenty scpoare feel in area per sireet frontage or
parking fot frontage shall be allowed; provided,
however, that the signe shell be architectumally
related to the structore to which they are appartz-
nant. No more than two wall-mounted signs phus
no more than two freestanding signs shall be per-
mitted.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.57¢  Murzl-type signs fn commercial and
mixed-vse zones,

Murel-type signs not exceeding one hundred
ten square feet in area shall be allowed in commer-
cial zones and for commercial uses in mixed-use
zones in lieu of a fixed sign,

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

1847.180  Digital advertising display (dad)
signs,

A. Purpose, The use of digital advertising
display technology (alsc known as a message cen-
ter display or elecironic reader board) for on-
premises advertising signage can be an enhance-
ment to the city a8 & whole, provided that sufficient
standards are established to regulate daytime/
nighttime ifhgnination, prohibit movement, flash-
ing, and other animation that may distract motor-
ists, and allow for reasonable height and size
requirements that balance the need for visibility
with overzll city sesihetic concerns; and

The need for establishing design and opera-
tional standards for digital advertising displays for
digita! advertising signage will ensure that they do
0ot create adverse effects on adjacent uses, for
motorists, or conflict with Amber light or other
digital emergency response signage; and

The Federal Highway Adioinisiration in a 2007
ruling stated that digital billboards are permissible
adjacent to and visible from federal highways,
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B. Applicability. Ihgital advertising display
signs are allowed in commercial, mixed-use, and
industrial zoned areas along highways and arterial
roadways (as defined by the General Plan Circe-
lation Element) with approval of a sign permit
provided all the conditions identified below are
met.

C. Reguirements.

1. The maximum height of the sign structure
containing the digital advertising display shall be
subject to the same height restrictions as con-
tained in Section 18.47.260 of the Land Use Code.

2. For properties that front on arterial road-
ways, the electronic message display component of
the sign structure shall not exceed eighty square
feet in area per sign face.

3. For properties that front on highways, the
electronic message display component of the sign
structure shall not exceed two hundred fifty square
feet in area per sign. face.

4. No more than one digital advertising dis-
play sign shall be permitted on a site. The elec-
tronic message display may be single-faced or dou-
ble-faced.

5. The electronic message display shall be an
electronic LED (light emitting diode) screen.

6. The pixel pitch of the LED electronic mes-
sage display shall be no greater than twenty-five
mm; twenty mm or less is preferred, especially for
arterial roadways.

7. Each DAD sign shall be provided with
encapsulated LEL's for weather protection.

8. The DAD may be programmed to allow
changeable messages, provided that any image shall
be displayed for a minimum of eight seconds, and
transitions between siides shall not exceed one
second. Fading in or out, or scrolling of text shall
be permitted as transitions.

9. Each DAD shall include a photometric
sensor that will adjust the intensity of the sign for
daytime and nighttime viewing. The nighttime in-
tensity shall be limited to 0.3 foot-candles (over
ambient levels) as measured at a preset distance as
established by the Lewin Report as prepared for
the Outdoor Advertising Association of America

18.47.180

(OAAA). The city may modify or further restrict
the intensity of any DAD display should the light-
ing create a distraction to drivers or an adverse
effect on nearby residential property.

10. The electronic message display shaii not
be operated between the hours of midnight and
six a,m.

11. The electronic message display shall not
resuli in unacceptable light intensity and giare

12. Al new digital advertising display signs
not atiached to a building shall be mounted on
one support column only.

13. Digital advertizing display signs are per-
mitted to be located on the wall of a building
provided the sign does not obscure any of the
building's windows, architectural features, or other
architectural details.

14. No digital advertising display sign may be
placed within one-mile of another DAD on the
same side of a highway. No more than two DAD
signs are permitted per freeway.

15. Digital advertising display signs are lim-
ited to on-premise signs only. No digital display
signs may be placed within one thousand feet of
another DAD sign on the same side of an arterial
roadway.

16. An existing billboard sign may be refur-
bished with a digital advertising display sign pro-
vided it does not exceed the area of the existing
billboard and in all other respects meets the re-
quirements of this chapter.

17. Cabinetry shall include sofid welds and
voltage protection.

i8. Exterior cabinetry consisting of sheet
metal or fabricated metal construction is not per-
mitted.

19. The electronic message display shall be
maintained in good operating condition and ex-
iernal appeavance at all times.

20. Solar powered DAD signs are encour-
aged.

21. A DAD shall be subject to all other sign
face size restrictions as contained in this chapter.
(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

(ations) City Supp. No. 35)
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18.47.190

18.47.190  Flaps, bamiers, and pennants.

A. Regulations.

1. Permit Reguired. All banners require the
approval of the planning division. In order to
obtain approval, sco upplication and drawings re-

quired at the city planning division.

2. Minimum Stendards. Flags and banners
may be displaved on automobile sales lots without
times Hraitation or site plan review provided that:

a. The dispiays are properiy maintained;

b, Displays ave limited to the perimeter of the
lot;

¢. Displays do not exceed a height of twenty-
five feet above the ground;

d. Displays may not be used in place of a
permanent sign.

3. Flags, banners, and pennants may be dis-
played on other commercial and industrial nses
for a cumulative period of sixty days within each
calendar year. The time limit commences when a
banner permit is issued by the planning director.
The sixty-day period may be divided into two
occasions per calendar year, provided the total
display time does not exceed sixty days per calen-
dar year. A banner permit fee and an administra-
tive fee in an amount representing the anticipated
city enforcement costs in causing the applicant to
remove fiags or banners shall be paid to the city
treasurer at the time of application for site plan
review. The administrative fee shall be refunded
upon the verified removal of the flag or banner by
the specified deadline.

4. The following shell apply to all displays of
flags, banners, and pennants:

2. Must be removed by the owner or oosu-
pant within fifieen days after 2 determination by
fne city manager OT his/her designee that the dis-
play 15 WapropsHy mejutained or the liag or ban-
ner is {attered or worn.

b. Shall not be larger than forty square feet.

c¢. Shell not be displayed in liew of a perma-
nent sign.

d. Shall not be placed on a roof, placed in
required yard areas, or landscaped areas.

{Natioral City Supp. No. 35)

e. Mustbe compatible with the primary build-
ing's appearance.

£ Violation of the time limits shall render the
site ineligible for issnance of a permit for display
of a banner for a period of one year from the date
that the violation is abated.

8 The restrictions of this section shall also
apply to signs and banners located within the first
eight feet of the interior of commercial or indus-
tria] premises when euch sign or baaner is vigible
to the exterior.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.200  Signs prohibited in all zones.

A. Prohibited Signs. Notwithstanding Scc-
tion 18.47.030 the following signs are strictly pro-
hibited in all zones:

1. Signs that obstruct any window, door, or
opening used or required as a means of regnlar
ingress and egress, legal light and ventilation, as a
fire escape or other emergency access ot sscape.

2. Signs placed on public property or within
the public street right-of-way.

3. Signs placed on property without permis-
sion of the property owner or occupant.

4, Signs on fences.

5. Except as provided in otherwise in this
chapter, signs on vacant or unimprovad land.

6. Any sign whose intensity of iltumination
or size, shape, or location interferes with the safe
operation of & vehicle or creates distraction to the
operator of & motor vehicle on adjoining public
streets.

7. Animated end flashing signs exceeding the
following limiis or restrictions:

&. Plashing signa axe Winited to a masimum
illumiration equivalent tc incandescent bulbs of
sixty watte per bulb mazimum, and shall not flash
more than eixty imes per minute. "Chasers” are
prohibited.

b. High intensity neon lights, tubes, or flash-
ing lights exceeding sixty watts are prohibited on
animated or flashing signs,

c. Rotating beacon-type lighting elements on
signs are prohibited.
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8. Temporary or permanent off-site signs, in-
cluding billboards, are prohibited except where
otherwise provided by state law or in Section
18.47.180.

9. Infiatable signs and displays, unless antho-
rized pursuant to a temporary use permit.

10. Sigos mounted on motor vehicles that are
in violation of Section 7.20.150 or signs exceeding
twenty-five square feet mounied on motor vehi-
cles parked for more than eight hours in any twenty-
four-hour period on private property.

11. Offsitetemporary signs, mobile billbozards
on public streets (excepting buses, taxicabs, and
business vehicles with an advertisement or display
of its owner}.

12. - Mobile Biliboard Advertising. Mobile bill-
board advertising includes any vehicle or wheeled
conveyance which carries, conveys, pulls, or trans-
ports any sign or billboard for the primery pur-
pose of advertising. Mobile billboard advertising
upon any street or other public place within the
city in which the public has the right of travel is
prohibited. Any vehicle which displays an adver-
tisement or business identification of its owner, so
long as such vehicle is engaged in the usual busi-
ness or regular work of the owner and not nsed
merely, mainly, or primarily to display advertise-
ments; buses; and taxicabs are exempt from this
prohibition.

{Ord. No, 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

1847210 Master sign program,

A. Purpose and Applicability. The purpose
of the master sign program provisions is to pro-
vide a coordinated approach to signage for Na-
tional Ciiy's business districts, which include the
Harbor District, Downtown, Mile of Cars, and
Plaza Bonita. The development of a master sign
program is optional, but strongly encouraged for
these areas.

B. Approval. A master sign program shall
require the approval of the planning commission
and the city council.

C. Design Standards. Master sign programs
shall feature & unified and coordinated approach

18.47.240

to the materials, color, size, type, placement and
general design of signs proposed for a project or
property.

D. Effect of Masier Sign Program. All subse-
quent signs proposed for a development or prop-
erty subject to an approved master sign program
shall comply with the standards and specifications
included in the master sign program.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh, B-1, 2-7-2012)

1847220  Removal from abandoned site or
building.

When the use of amy parcel or building is
vacated, terminated, or abandoned for any reason
for a period of more than one hundred twenty
consecutive days, the owner or person in posses-
sion of the property shall be responsible for the
phiysical removal of all signs on the property, build-
ing or wall(s), and for painting over the surface so
as to obliterate any painted or printed signs on the
building so that the copy is not visible, within
thirty days following notice from the city. Re-
moval, painting out, or obliteration shall be per-
formed in a manner that does not create a blight-
ing influence.

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.230  Nonconforming signs,

Any sign that is made nonconforming by en-
actment of Ordinance 2001-2192 may continue to
be maintained or displayed subject to the provi-
sions of Section 18.11.090 regarding the contin-
ance and abatement of nonconforming signs.
(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

1847.240  Constitutions! severahdlity,

The city council declares that the judicial in~
validity of any subsection or portion of this chap-
ter shatl not affect the validity of any other remain-
ing section or portion; that the city council would
have adopted each of those remaining portions,
notwithstanding any later declared invalidity. If
any provigsion determined invalid under the pre-
.ceding sentence can either be judicially severed or
interpreted in a way that could harmonize it with

{Natiotal City Supp. No. 35)
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18.47.240

the remaining provisions, then it may be severed or
interpreted and applied so as to give full purposs,
meaning, and effect to the remaining provisions of
this chapter,

(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)
1847.250  Neacommercial speech.

Anywhere that commercial signage is allowed,
non-commercial signage is allowed subject to the
same regirictions as those set forth for commercial
signage, but not in addition to such allowsnce.
(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh, B-1, 2-7-2012)

18.47.260  Sign regulations by zone and type.

The following table summarizes the types of
signs that shall be permitted within the ZOLIng
designations listed below. Signs are not permitted
in public rights-of-way unless otherwise noted in
Tahle 18.47.260 below,

TABLE 15.47.26)
Sign Regulations by Zone and Type
i B D I S g v e Othar
l-.‘!; ¢ ’ : g 'u# or T E.ttﬂu!éﬁq- ; =g H"g"m Taualaffard)
{ Permansst sigas | AN (ecrpt home o Mo  Font. o '
Vess thuw #3F occangtish} - & squass f?’ . ) e
; 3 square fest per '
. . sign and a com-
Directional sign | All - bined total of 9 -
square fect

Official flags Maximum of

(United States, three flags; must

California, other :::ﬂnypl;’smed

state or nation, All d .

county, munici- Igo!es, organiza-

pality or sover- fions, corpora-

izn nation) tions and pu_smess

c1En fiags prohibited.

(Natlona/ City Supp. Ne. 35) 776
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18.47.260
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: . el Elshal Boinliony |
'!r Primary frontage: }
i 30% of the area
of the building
: | face or 4 square
i j feet of sign for
ﬁau,;hd:nmaar foot of May tot extend
' % faco more than 16°
One sign per along the front- from building
Building mounted | Commercial, In- | building premises age, whichever is face. Internalt
greater than 25 dustrial, Mixed- | per frontageona | greater, o . iligyht
SF Use street, parking lot front- box or cabi
or freeway. age: 15% of the . t Dermi
area of the build- tod BOhpeEnt-
ing face or 2 '
square feet per
linear foot of sec-
ondary frontage,
whichever is
greater.
Primary frontage:
30% of the area
of the building
face or 4 square
feet of sign for
One sign per busi- me?w? gt of May not extend
ShoppingCon | SIS | ong o . | 070 1
Building mounted | ters, MXD-1 and oge s oX® | age, whichever s Pl
greater than 25 MXD-2 (except comm::ldn l- greater. ﬂal,ce. mated i y
SF residential build- | "o P g fot, Secondary Front- . light
ings) driveway, alley- age: 15% of the box or cabinet
g way, street or ge- £ the buiid signs not permit-
freeway. S " ted.
ing faceor 2
square feet per
linear foot of sec-
ondary frontage,
whichever is
greater,
777 (National Cily Supyp. No. 35)
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le-mounted cept residential street, parking lot Secondary front- vidual businesses
po buildings), Insti- or freewny, Not e 2 square fest on a parcel! are
tutional 2 40 permitted in re- ;es:l sql fooL. permitted.
guired setbacks.
Roof-mounted All zones Not permitted. Not permitted. Not permitied.
360 degree rota-
. Same as Free- tion only and
Revolving g:w o= standing/Pole- maximum of §
mounted, revolutions per
' minuie.
One sign per
e frontage: pet Permitted only in
o premuse lieu of a free-
May 1 ki standing or mar-
Commercia], In- ::00; than g:: Area: 32 square quee gign. Must
Projecting sign dustrial, M::Eed- half of the sef- feei.: _ be an integral
Use, Institutional Height: 12 feet component of
back or streei building .
parkway distance. ; AEore
. tive brackets per
A sigo mav not EeG.
extend beyond the
street curb,
_ | One wall
One wall- i G No more thian 2
. . to exceed 20
moahted signper | feet in area | Wal-mounted
Public assembly strest or parking andl one froe- | signs and 10
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one freestanding " standing signs
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fronta: feet in height and ted
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dustrial, mixed-
use or multi-fam-
ily, institutional:
One or more each
of which is 32
square feet or less
in area. For commercial,
Single-family Res- | industrial, mixed-
idential: One or use or multi-fam-
T . Window display | more limited to 6 | ily, may not be
SIMPOTALY SIgNS, | ap or display boards | square feet or less | fastened to exte-
et permitted only. in area per parcel | rior wall or huild-
except corner lots | ing face (except
are permitted up | flags and ban-
to two signs ners).
greater than 6
square feet or less
Im area per parcel,
but less than or
equal to 16
square fest in area
per parcel.
Temporary off- Prohibited inall | Prohibitedin all | Prohibitedinall | Prohibited in ali
gite signs zones. ZOmes. ZOnes. ZOnes.
110SF or25% of | Lormatied in e
. . the wall of & 2 fwed wign.
Muzal signs Commercial building, which- Must be coated
ever is loss. with anti-graffiti
coating,
. 15% of the area
. Comr.nemall, In- . of a window or
Window S1gNs dustnal, Mixed- == 125F, whict ; e
Use is less.
1719 (National City Supp. No. 35)



18.47.260

1 TRt ; LRl T : o 0] ; gl 1’,‘,;? 0 Rprpniipns
\"-.‘ v e L 1 et 55l 1 T LA et e a5 : . e LI A & - bl T E : - Lt ,q i
| ; fr i Awning or can-
} ' ; i opy: 50% of the A e d
] i T | Internally illumi-
Avnmg, caneny 1 Comermal, In- | | KGR et e nated or backlit
| dustrial, Mixed- awning or canopy & . .
¥ SEYLE e . Use ] } i rqm: 75% Of m?ft:ligns DsOt
the total area of | PFritied.
the marquee.
Area: 6 square
Building arcade feet; Width: No
hanging sign (also iy One per tepant. |\ e than 60% of | Internal illaming-
Commercial, Must be perpen- P .
known ag sus- Mized-Use dicular to face of arcade. tion not permit-
pended or blade building Clearance; No ted.
sign) g less thian §' above
finished grade.

(Ord. No, 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2.7-2012)

18.47.270

Signs for specisl uses.

Foi inglitutional, educational, regionai com-
mercial or other large campus-style uses —includ-
ing but pot limited to hospitals, schools and col-
leges, or shopping malls — signs may exceed the
design guidelines as prescribed in this chapter with
the approval of the planning commission. Ap-
proval may be cither through a discretionary de-
velopment process (PD, CUP, etc) for new con-
struction or through the approval of plans process
for existing facilities,
(Ord. No. 2012-2372, Exh. B-1, 2-7-2012)

{Nationel City Sopp. No. 35)
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CHAPTER 18.47 SIGNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY AND PUBLIC PROPERTY NOT
OWNED BY THE CITY OR ITS AFFILIATED AGENCIES

18.47.010 TITLE

This Chapter shall be known as the Regulatory Sign Ordinance of the City of National City,
California.

18.47.020  AUTHORITY, SCOPE, INTENT, PURPOSES
A. Authority

This Chapter is enacted pursuant to the City’s general and police powers, California Constitution
Article XI, Section 7; California Government Code Sections 65000 ef seq., 65850(b), 38774, and
38775; Business and Professions Code Sections 5200 et seq., 5230, 5490 et seq., 13530 et seq.
and 13540; Penal Code Section 556 ef seq.; and other applicable state laws.

B. Scope

This Chapter regulates signs, as defined herein, which are located within the corporate limits of
the City of National City and over which the City has land use regulatory authority, but not on
City owned land. Signs on City land are subject to Chapter 13.28. Signs used in conjunction with
parades, protests, demonstrations and outdoor public assemblies are regulated as temporary uses
under Chapter 15.60.

C. Intent

By adoption of this Chapter, the City Council intends to create and implement a comprehensive
system for the regulation of signs within the scope of this Chapter, with a regulation system that:
1) accommodates the expression rights of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and the
corollary provisions of the California Constitution; 2) comports with all applicable principles of
federal and state constitutional, statutory and administrative law.

D. Purposes and Interests Served

The purposes of this Chapter include, but are not limited to: 1) serving the governmental and
public interests in controlling visual clutter, community esthetics, and safety of drivers,
passengers, and pedestrians; 2) aiding in the identification of properties, land uses, enterprises
and other establishments; 3) enhancing the general appearance and esthetics of the urban
environment; and 4) protecting the natural beauty of the City’s open space.

Sign Ordinance — Proposed PC 5.4.15
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18.47.030 BASIC PRINCIPLES

A. Message Neutrality Policy
It is the policy of National City to regulate signs in a manrier that does not favor commercial
speech over noncommercial speech and does not regulate protected noncommercial speech by
message content,

B. Message Substitution Policy

A constitutionally protected noncommercial message may be substituted, in whole or in part, for

‘any allowed commercial message or any other protected noncommercial message, provided that

the sign structure or mounting device is legal. Any substitution shall require the private property
owner’s consent. The purpose of this provision is to prevent any favoring of commercial speech
over non-commercial speech, or favoring of any particular protected noncommercial message
over any other protected noncommercial message. The message substitution policy does not: 1)
create a right to increase the total amount of sign display area on a site or parcel; 2) create a ri ght
to substitute an off-site commercial message in place of an onsite commercial message or in
place of a noncommercial message; 3) affect the requirement that a sign structure or mounting
device must be properly permitted; 4) authorize changing the physical method of image
presentation (such as digital or neon) display without a permit; or 5) authorize a physical change
to the sign structure without compliance with applicable building codes, safety codes, and
neutrally-applicable rules for sign size, height, orientation, setback, separation or illumination.

C. Enforcement Authority
The Director is authorized and directed to administer and enforce this Chapter.
D. Administrative Interpretations

Interpretations of this Chepter are to be made initially by the Director in consultation with the
City Attorney. The Director may refer an interpretation question to the Planning Commission.
All interpretations of this Chapter are to be exercised in light of the message neutrality and
message substitution policies. Where a particular type of sign is proposed, and the type is neither
expressly allowed nor prohibited by this chapter, or whenever 2 sign does not qualify as a
“structure” as defined in the Ruilding Code, a8 adopted by the City, then the Planning
Commission or Director, as applicablc, shall approve, conditionally approve or disapprove ihe
application based on the most similar sign type, using physical and structural similarity, that is
expressly regulated by this chapter.

E. Responsibility for Compliance

Sign Ordinance — Proposed PC 5.4.15
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The responsibility for compliance with this Chapter rests jointly and severally upon the sign
owner, the permit holder, all parties holding the present right of possession and control of the
property whereon a sign is located, mounted or installed, and the legal owner of the lot or parcel,
even if the sign was mounted, installed, erected or displayed without the consent or knowledge
of the owner and / or other parties holding the legal right to immediate possession and control.

F. Onsite-Offsite Distinction

Within this Chapter, the distinction between onsite signs and offsite signs applies only to
commercial messages. It does not apply to non-commercial messages.

18.47.040 DEFINITIONS

The following definitions apply to this Chapter, and to other chapters when cross-referenced by
such other Chapters.

“Banner” means any flexible material, such as cloth, plastic, vinyl, paper, cardboard or thin
metal, with or without a message, attached outdoors to a building, structure or mounting device,
or attached indoors to a building, structure or mounting device so as to be visible from the
exterior of a building, or structure. The term "banner” includes a pennant, flag, or bunting,

“Billboard” means a permanent sign structure in a fixed location which meets any one or more of
the following criteria: (1) it is used for the display of off-site commercial messages; (2) the
message display area, or any part thereof, is made available to message sponsors other than the
owner(s) or operator(s) of the sign, typically for a fee or other consideration, i.e., it is general
advertising for hire; (3) the sign is a principal or secondary use of the land, rather than
appurtenant or accessory to some other principal use of the land.

“Bunting” means a form of banner that is typically presented and displayed in a folded or
gathered fashion or combination. It may include a display in combination with a flag or banner.
Depending on the format of the display, the term may be synonymous with banner.

“Changeable copy sign™ means a sign displaying a message that is changed by means of
moveable letters, slats, lights, light emitting diodes, or moveable background material. “Digital
signs,” “dynamic signs,” and CEVMS (changeable electronic variable message signs) are all
within this definition.

“City” means the City of National City California.
“City property” means any parcel of land or separately leasable space over which the City or any

of its related entities, holds the present right of possession and control, regardless of who may
hold legal fee title, or that is within the public right-of-way.
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“Commercial mascot” means a person or animal attired or decorated with commercial insignia,
images, costumes, masks or symbols, and/or holding signs displaying commercial messages,
when a principal purpose is to draw attention to or advertise a commercial enterprise. This
definition includes “sign twirlers,” “sign clowns,” “sign spinners,” “sign twirlers,” and “human
sandwich board” signs. Also known as “living signs.”

“Commercial message” means a message that proposes a commercial transaction or pertains
primarily to the economic and commercial interests of the message sponsor and/or the sign
audience.

“Construction site sign” means a sign that is displayed on the site of a construction development
project during the period of time of actual construction.

“Digital display” means display methods utilizing LED (light emitting diode), LCD (liquid
crystal display), plasma display, projected images, or any functionally equivalent technology,
and which is capable of automated, remote or computer control to change the image, either in a
“slide show™ manner (series of still images), or full motion animation, or any combination of
them.

“Director” means the City Manager or designee.
“Directional sign” is a sign used to provide directions to pedestrians and vehicular traffic.

“Election period” means that period of time which begins 60 days before a special, general, or
primary election in which at least some registered voters in the City are eligible to vote, and ends
ten days after such election.

“Fstablishment” means any legal use of land, other than long-term residential, which involves
the use of structures subject to the Building Code. By way of example and not limitation, this
definition includes businesses, factories, farms, schools, hospitals, hotels and motels, offices and
libraries, but does not include single-family homes, mobile homes, residential apartments,
residential care facilities, or residential condominiums. Multi-unit housing developments are
considered establishments during the time of construction; individual units are not within the
meaning of establishment once a certificate of occupancy has been issued or once a full-time
residency begins.

“Establishment premises” means a specific occupancy within a building or upon a parcel of land,

typically having a specific address and discrete entrance(s) and exit(s) so as to maintain a
speciiic identity and Iocation.

Sign Ordinance - Proposed PC 5.4.15



26

PROPOSED ORDINANCE

“Flag” means a piece of fabric or other flexible material, usually rectangular, of distinctive
design, used as a symbol.

“Freestanding sign™ means a sign which is principally supported on the ground by one or more
uprights, braces, poles, pylons or other similar structural components. This category includes
both monument and pole signs.

“Frontage™ when used as a measurement reference of a building or establishment premises, shall
refer to the distance between the two most distant corners of a building measured in a straight
line along the building face bordering the adjoining street. See Glossary pertaining to frontage
when made applicable to a parcel of land. The term also refers to the elevation of a building that
abuts or adjoins a private or public right-of-way or parking lot.

“Garage sale sign” means a sign whose message concerns short-term rummage, estate, boutique
or garage sales of used or handmade common household items from a residential property.

“General advertising,” also known as “general advertising for hire,” means the enterprise of
advertising or promoting other businesses or causes using methods of advertising, in contrast to
self-promotion or on-site advertising.

“Height” means the distance measured vertically from grade to the highest point or portion of the
object to be measured or height limited.

“Ilegal sign” means a sign that was installed without proper City or other required approvals
and/or permits at the time it was initially installed, and which has not been legalized by later
action. This definition also includes a sign that was erected in conformance with all applicable
laws, rules, and regulations in effect at the time of installation, but which was subsequently
altered so as to be out of compliance with applicable law, including the terms of permits which
authorized construction. All signs described in Business and Professions Code section 5499.1
and defined therein as an “illegal on-premises advertising display” are also within this definition.

“Illuminated sign” means a sign whose message is made readable by internal or external lights or
light emitting diodes (or functionally equivalent technology), typically (but not necessarily)
during hours of darkness.

“Install” or “installation” includes but is not limited to the act by which a sign is constructed or
placed on land or a structure, or the act of attaching, painting, printing, producing, or
reproducing, or using any other method or process by which a visual message is presented or
placed upon a surface.
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“Legal nonconforming sign” means a sign that complied with all applicable laws, rules and
policies at the time of installation, and which has not been expanded beyond the originally
applicable rules, but which does not conform to currently applicable law and rules.

“Mobile billboard” means 2 sign on a wheeled conveyance (whether motorized or not) or water
craft, including those which carry, convey, pull or transport any sign used for general advertising
for hire. The term does not include vehicles and vessels that display identification information
concerning the usual business or regular work of the vehicle/ vessel owner (not including general
advertising).

“Motor fuel price sign” means a sign of the type described and required by Business and
Professions Code section 13530 ef seq.

“Monument sign” means a low-profile freestanding sign supported by a structural base or other
solid structural features other than support poles, which may contain copy on more than one side.

“Mural” or “mural-type sign” means a sign painted on the exterior wall of a building consisting
of graphics or images, either alone or in combination with letters. Murals or mural-type signs,
including those described as artistic murals, shall be treated as any other sign subject to the
signage area requirements.

“Non-commercial message” means a constitutionally protected message that addresses topics of
public concemn or controversy such as, by way of example and not limitation, politics, religion,
philosophy, science, art or social commentary.

“Offfsite sign” means a sign that advertises commercial products, accommodations, services or
activities not provided in or on the property or premises upon which it is located. The on-site/off-
site distinction does not apply to non-commercial messages.

“Onsite sign” means a sign that advertises the commercial business, accommodation, serviges or
activities provided on the premises on which the sign is located, or is expected to be provided in
the near future, such as “coming soon” movie posters. In the case of developments subject to a
master sign program, all establishments subject to the program are considered on-site whenever
located within any location subject to the program. All establishments within a shopping center
are on-site as to any sign(s) also located within that shopping center. The on-site/off-site
distinction does not apply to non-commercial messages.

“Outdoors” means a location on undeveloped property or the exterior of a building or structure.
“Parcels”™ or “property” or similar references or descriptions mean parceis defined or delineated

by assessor parcel numbers maintained by the County tax assessor or as defined in the Glossary
of this Code.
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“Pennant” is a banner with three sides, or swallow-tail form.

“Permanent sign™ means a sign that is solidly attached to a building, structure, or the ground by
means of mounting brackets, bolts, welds, or other combination of attachment methods, thereby
rendering the sign non-moveable or difficult to reposition without the use of machinery, cutting
devices, or mechanical devices. See also “temporary sign.”

“Pole sign” means a permanently mounted, ﬁeesfanding sign which is supported above the
ground by one or more uprights, braces, poles, or other similar structural components.

“Projecting sign” is any sign which projects beyond a building face and uses a wall or vertical
element of a building as its main source of support. The term includes a double-faced sign that is
installed more or less perpendicular to the face of a building so as to allow a message to be
viewable from either side. The term does not include signs that are installed along the face of a
building and that are completely attached to the face of a building.

“Real Estate Sign” means any sign whose message concerns a proposed economic transaction
involving real estate, including all signs described in Civil Code 713.

“Residential Sign” means a sign displayed on & legal, individual dwelling unit. The term does not
apply to management offices of apartment complexes or mobile home parks, or to hotels, motels,
inns or other places of transient occupancy.

“Responsible Party” means the permittee, property owner, or owner or person in charge of the
sign.

“Rooftop sign” or “Roof-mounted sign” means a sign that extends above the ridgeline of the roof
of a building or a sign attached to any portion of the roof of a building.

“Safety Codes” refers to the Building, Electrical, Plumbing, Grading and similar codes which
ensure safe construction.

“Shopping center” shall mean a group of commercial buildings as defined in the Glossary.
“Sign” as used in this Chapter, generally means the public display of any visually
communicative image placed on public display and visible from the exterior of any portion of the
public right of way or place open to passage by the public. Notwithstanding the generality of the

foregoing, the term “sign” does not include:

1. Aerial banners towed behind aircraft;
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Architectural features ~ decorative or architectural features of buildings (not including
lettering, trademarks or moving parts), which do not perform 2 communicative function
(examples include color stripes around an office building or retail storc);

Automated Teller Machines (ATM’s), when not used for general advertising;
Cornerstones and foundation stones;

The legal use of fireworks, candles and artificial lighting not otherwise regulated by this
chapter;

Grave markers, gravestones, headstones, mausoleums, shrines, and other markers of the
deceased;

Historical monuments, plaques and tablets;
Holiday and cultural observance decorations displayed in season, including inflatable
objects, on private residential property which are on display for not more than 45

calendar days per year (cumulative, per dwelling unit) and which do not include
commercial messages;

Inflatable gymnasiums associated with legal residential uses — inflatable, temporary,
moveable, gymnasium devices commonly used for children’s birthday parties, and
similar devices (also called “party jumps” or “bounce houses™);

Interior graphics — visual communicative devices that are located entirely within a
building or other enclosed structure and are not visible from the exterior thereof;

Manufacturers’ marks — marks on tangible products, which identify the maker, seller,
provider or product, and which customarily remain attached to the product even after
sale;

Mass transit graphics — graphic images mounted on duly licensed and authorized mass
transit vehicles that legally pass through the city;

News racks, newspaper vending devices and newsstands;

Personal appearance: makeup, masks, wigs, costumes, jewelry, apparel and the like,
unless it constitutcs a commercial mascot;

Safety warnings on motorized or electrified equipment;
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16.  Searchlights used as part of a search and rescue or other emergency service operation
(this exclusion does not apply to searchlights used as attention attracting devices for
commercial or special events);

17.  Shopping carts, golf carts, horse drawn carriages, and similar devices (any motorized
vehicle which may be legally operated upon a public right-of-way is not within this
exclusion);

18.  Symbols embedded in architecture — symbols of non-commercial organizations or
concepts including, but not limited to, religious or political symbols, when such are
permanently integrated into the structure of a permanent building which is otherwise
legal, by way of example and not limitation, such symbols include stained glass windows
on churches, carved or bas relief doors or walls, bells and religious statuary;

19.  Vehicle and vessel insignia — on street legal vehicles and properly licensed watercraft:
license plates, license plate frames, registration insignia, non-commercial messages,
messages relating to the business of which the vehicle or vessel is an instrument or tool
(not including general advertising) and messages relating to the proposed sale, lease or
exchange of the vehicle or vessel.

20.  Vending machines, automated intake devices and product dispensing devices which do
not display off-site commercial messages or general advertising messages;

21.  Window displays — the display of merchandise in a store window, when such
merchandise is immediately available for purchase.

“Signage” is the collective noun for all signs on a given parcel, lot or location, or within a stated
classification;

“Sign area” means that portion of a sign which consists of visually communicative copy,
including the advertising surface and any framing, trim, or molding but not including the
supporting structure, measured one side only, provided that the angle between faces for two-
sided signs does not exceed 30 degrees.

“Sign copy” means the visually communicative elements, including but not limited to words,
letters, numbers, designs, figures or other symbolic presentation incorporated into a sign with the
purpose of attracting attention to the subject matter or message.

“Sign face” means the portion of a sign that is available for displaying sign copy, together with

any frame, color, panel, ornamental molding, or condition which forms an integral part of the
sign copy and which is used to differentiate such sign copy from any wall or background against
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which it may be placed. Those portions of the supports, uprights or base of a sign that do not
function as a sign shall not be considered as part of a sign face.

“Sign height” means the vertical distance of a sign from the uppermost point used in measuring
the sign area to the ground imimediately below such point or to the level of the upper surface of
the neatest curb of 2 street or alley (other than a structurally elevated roadway), whichever
measurement permits the greater clevation of the sign.

“Special Event” means an activity or event that occurs rarely or irregularly, is open to the public,
and is of a duration not exceeding 7 days. Any event that is subject to a Temporary Use Permit
will be considered within this definition. By way of example and not limitation, special events
include circus or carnival runs, 4% of July Festival, Easter Egg Hunt, Relay for Life, Christmas
Tree Lighting, parking lot sales at shopping centers and malls, holiday celebrations, Auto
Heritage Day, etc.

“Temporary message™ means a message that pertains exclusively to an event which occurs on, or
ends on, a particular day.

“Temporary sign™ means a sign that is constructed of lightweight or flimsy material, and is easily
installed and removed using ordinary hand tools. Any sign that qualifies as a “structure” under
the Building Code is not within this definition.

“Visibility triangle” means at the intersection of any two or more streets, that area extending
horizontally 50 feet from the corner of the intersection and vertically, from a height of three feet
to a height of eight feet.

“Visible to the exterior” refers to the placement of a sign or banner within the interior first eight

feet of a commercial or industrial building or structure in such a manner so that it or its message

is readily visible on an immediately contiguous public right-of-way, parking lot, or parcel. To be
visible does not require that the message be understandable or readabie.

“Wall sign” means a sign that is attached to, erected against or painted on the wall of a building
or other vertical structure.

“Warning sign” means a sign thet is posted to provide notice of danger, such as “Beware of
Dog,” “Railroad Crossing,” “Danger High Valtage” or noting the location of underground
utilities.

“Window sign” means a sign that is painted or mounted on a window pane, or that is mounted
within five feet of a window and oriented for viewing by exterior passersby.
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“Zone” refers both to the zone classifications given in 18.20.020, and to the specific areas or
districts to which a given zoning classification applies.

18.47.050 SIGN PERMITS, OTHER SIGN-RELATED DECISIONS, APPEALS
A. Sign Permit Generally Required

Unless exempted from the sign permit requirement, all signs regulated by this Chapter may be
installed, maintained, erected, or displayed only pursuant to sign permit pursuant to this Chapter,
and a finding of compliance is made by the Planning Division, using the design criteria identified
in this Chapter and other applicable regulations. A sign permit may be approved subject to
conditions, so long as those conditions are required by this Chapter or some other applicable law,
rule or regulation.

B. Compliance Required

No permit shall be issued for any sign or sign structure except in compliance with the provisions
of this Chapter. A sign permit may be subject to compliance with permitting requirements
imposed by other sources of law, including the safety codes for building, electrical, plumbing,
grading, etc. Where there is a conflict between the provision of this Chapter and other applicable
regulations, the more restrictive shall apply.

C. Right to Permit or Display

When any sign permit application is complete and fully complies with all applicable provisions
of this Chapter, and all other applicable laws, rules and regulations, the permit shall be approved
and issued within the required time. In the case of signs which are exempt from the sign permit
requirement, there is a right to erect, display and maintain such signs as are authorized by this
Chapter, subject to the applicable rules. This “right to permit” provision does not apply when the
relevant city law is under active consideration for amendment at the time the application for a
sign permit is submitted, or when the rules or regulations relevant to the application are changed
prior to the expiration of the time for decision.

D. Legally Existing Signs; Alterations
Signs legally existing prior to the effective date of this Chapter shall be exempt from the sign
permit requirement unless a structural alteration is made, the sign area or any other point of
nonconformity is enlarged or expanded, or there is some other change in the structural elements
of the sign. Structural alterations and expansions require a sign permit.

E. Review
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All sign permit applications shall be initially reviewed by the Director. In the case of any
discretionary permit in which signage is included, such as a master sign program, a specific plan
including signs, a variance, or an appeal, the Director shall prepare a report for the body which
shall hear the matter, the Planning Commission or City Council. The report may, but is not
required, to include recommendations.

F. Application for a Sign Permit

Any person secking a sign permit for a sign shall submit to the Director a written application for
such. The Director shall prepare & sign permit application form and provide it to any person on
request, along with such other materials and information as applicants need to submit for a
permit. The same form may be used for both the application and the decision thereon. A single
form may be used for multiple signs on the same site; however, the Director may make separate
decisions as to each sign. A sign permit application is complete only when it is accompanied by
the appropriate application fee, in an amount set by resolution of the City Council.

G Application Contents
The sign permit application form may call for the following information:

1. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant and, if applicable,
the name, address, and telephone number: when the applicant is not the
holder of legal title to the property, consent to the installation of the sign
by the person(s) or entities who hold legal title and the present right of
possession and control of the property; when the sign is proposed to be
installed by a sign contractor, the name, address, contact information, and
the license number, if any, of the contractor;

2. As to the pronosed location for the sign, multiple setz ofa fully
dimensioned Site Plan (drawn to scale) indicating the street address,
Assessor’s Parcel Number, zone classification, all property lines, public
and private street lines (including center lines), structures, easements,
utility poles and wires, and the location and size (in square feet) of all
existing and proposed signs;

3. As to existing signs already on parcel, information as to whether each is
permitted or exempt from permitting;

4. Accurate and scaled building elevation showing eXisting and proposed
building signs; including existing and proposed sign area of each
individual sign and the combined area of all signs (including those already
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existing or previously permitted) in relation to the maximum allowed sign
area;

5. A statement as to whether the sign is intended to be used in whole or in
part for off-site commercial messages, advertising for hire or general
advertising;

6. A statement or graphical description as to whether the proposed sign, or
any part of it, is proposed to utilize any of the following physical methods
of message presentation: sound; odor, smoke, fumes or steam; rotating,
moving or animated elements; activation by wind or forced air; neon or
other fluorescing gases; fluorescent or day-glow type colors; flashing or
strobe lighting; light emitting diodes, liquid crystal displays or other
video-like methods; digital display technology; use of live animals or
living persons as part of the display; mannequins or statuary;

7. A statement as to whether the property or parcel on which the sign is
proposed to be erected or displayed, or any currently existing sign thereon,
is the subject of any outstanding notice of zoning violation or notice to
correct, including whether any such deficiencies are to be remedied by the
proposed application;

8. Photographs of the existing property, parcel and/or building on which the
sign is proposed to be erected or displayed;

9. In the case of any proposed sign which is subject to a discretionary
process, such as a variance, conditional use permit, or sign program, all
information required by such process(es);

10.  The Director is authorized to modify the list of information to be provided
on a sign permit application; however, additions may be made only after
thirty (30) days public notice. The Director is also authorized to request,
require or accept application materials, in whole or in part, in electronic
form, and to specify the acceptable computer formats for such
submissions.

H. Completeness

As the first step in processing a sign permit application, the Director shall determine whether the
application is complete. If the application is not complete, the applicant shall be so notified in
person or in writing initially within 30 days of the date of receipt of the application; the notice of
incompleteness shall state the points of deficiency and identify any additional information
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necessary. The applicant shall then have thirty (30) calendar days, to submit additional
information to render the application complete.

L. Disqualification
No sign pemmit application will be approved if:

1. The applicant has installed a sign in violaiion of the provisions of this
Chapter and, at the time of submission of the application, each illegal or
non-permitted sign has not been legalized, removed or a cure included in
the appiication;

2. There is any other existing code violation located on the site of the
proposed sign(s) (other than an jllegal or nonconforming sign that is not
owned or controlled by the applicant and is located at a different
establishment) which has not been cured at the time of the application,
unless the noncompliance is proposed to be cured as part of the
application;

3. The sign application is substantially the same as an application previously
denied, unless: (i) twelve (12) months have elapsed since the date of the
last application, or (ii) new evidence or proof of changed conditions is
furnished in the new application;

4. The applicant has not obtained any applicable required use permit or
conditional use permit. However, applications for such permits may be
processed simultaneously with a sign permit application.

i Applications for Multiple Signs

When an application proposes two or more signs, the application may be granted either in whole
or in part, with separate decisions as to each proposed sign. When a multiple sign application is
denied in whole or in part, the Director’s written notice of determination shall specify the
grounds for such denial.

K. Discretion

When discretion is authorized for a master sign program ot site plan review, that discretion may
be exercised only as to location, structural and safety factors, and not as to message content,
graphic design or artistic merit. Permissibie factors for consideration inciude: style or character
of existing improvements upon the site and lots adjacent to the site; construction materials;
number and spacing of signs in the area; the sign’s height, design, and location in relation to its
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proposed use; form, proportion, scale, overall sign size; potential effect of the proposed sign on
driver and pedestrian safety; potential blocking of view (whole or partial) of a structure or facade
or public view of historical or architectural significance; potential obstruction of views of users
of adjacent buildings.

L. Master Sign Programs

Permit applications for Master Sign Programs as part of planned commercial, office-professional
and industrial development shall include the above information as part of a Site Development
Plan or Specific Plan. When approval is sought for a development that includes one or more
signs, then the sign aspects of the proposed development must satisfy the applicable provisions
of this Chapter. In addition, when a development project will have 6 or more leased spaces, it
must also comply with the Master Sign Program requirements set forth in Section 18.47.130.
Such proposals may be reviewed by the Director and shall be decided by the Planning
Commission. In preparing a report for the Planning Commission, the Director may, but is not
required to, make recommendations.

M. Revocation or Cancellation

The Director may revoke any approval or permit upon refusal or failure of the permittee to
comply with the provisions of the permit and the requirements of this Chapter, after written
notice of noncompliance and at least fifteen (15) calendar days opportunity to cure. However,
opportunity to cure does not apply when a sign, by virtue of its physical condition, constitutes an
immediate and significant threat to public safety.

N. Permits Issued in Error
Any approval or permit issued in error may be summarily revoked by the Director upon written
notice to the permittee, stating the reason for the revocation. “Issued in error” means that the
permit should not have been issued in the first place and includes but is not limited to omissions,

errors or misrepresentations in the application materials, and oversights or errors in the
processing thereof.

0. Inspections

All signs subject to one or more safety permits (building, plumbing, electrical, grading, etc.)
require final inspection and approval by the Building Official.

P. Sign-Related Decisions

Challenges or objections to sign-related decisions, notices and orders, other than approval or
denial of a sign permit, do not require a particular form, but must be in writing, signed by the
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applicant or challenger, and particularly state the matter challenged and the grounds therefore.
Challenges shall be made to the Director within 30 days of the date of the decision, notice,
and/or order. Chalienges and objections to sign-related decisions not made ix accordance with
these procedures shall not be eligible for appeal.

Q. Levels of Review; Order of Review

Except for signs subject to initial review by the Planning Commission, initial review and
decisions on all sign permit applications shall be by the Director uniess otherwise stated herein;
appeal is first to the Planning Commission and then to City Council.

R. Safety Codes

When a proposed sign, by virtue of its physical, structural, location, and other non-message
factors, is subject to any permits or requirements under the safety codes, then satisfaction of such
requirements shall be a condition of the sign permit.

S. Permit Denial

When a sign permit application is denied, the denial shall be in writing and sent or delivered to
the address shown on the applicant’s application form, and shall specifically state the grounds for
denial,

T. Timely Decision

At each level of review or appeal, the decision shall be rendered in writing within 30 calendar
days. The time period begins running when an appeal, challenge or objection is received, the
application is complete (or is deemed complete because no notice of incompleteness has been
given), an amendment is received, or the notice of appeal has been filed, whichever applies. The
timely decision requirement may be waivad bv the applicant or appcllant. If a decision is not
rendered within the required time, then the application or appeal shall be deemed denied; in the
case of an appeal, the lower level decision shall be deemed affirmed.

U.  Appeal

Any decision regarding a sign permit application or other sign-related decision may be appealed
by any affected person. Notices of Appeal and challenges and objections to sign-related
decisions must be filed with the City Clerk within thirty calendar days of the decision; if City
offices are not open on the thirtieth day, then the time period is extended to the next day City
offices are open to the public. Appeals shall be heard by the Planning Commission. The decision
of the Planning Commission may be appealed to the City Council pursuant to 18.12.060, as
augmented by this Chapter. The appeal right arises at the eatliest of a) the date of the written
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decision that is delivered to the applicant, or b) the time for decision has run without a written
decision. The Notice of Appeal, Objection or Challenge must state specifically the matter
appealed from and the grounds for appeal. Notices of Appeal must be signed by the appellant or
their authorized agent, representative, or attorney.

V. Status Quo

During the pendency of review or appeal, the status quo of the subject sign(s) shall be
maintained. This does not apply whenever a sign, by virtue of its physical condition, constitutes
an immediate threat to public safety.

W. Judicial Review

Following final decision by the City Council, any affected person may seek judicial review of the
final decision on a sign permit application or other sign-related decision pursuant to the
applicable provisions of the California Code of Civil Procedure.

X. Notices

Written notices by the City, required within this Chapter, shall be deemed given on the earliest of
the following: when personally delivered, when publicly posted, or on the day of mailing.
Notices are deemed effective when sent to the last known address of the addressee.

18.47.060 SIGNS EXEMPT FROM SIGN PERMIT REQUIREMENT

The signs listed in this section are exempt from the requirement of prior approval (either by sign
permit or site plan review), but still subject to the rules stated in this Chapter. When any
residential sign meets the definition of “structure” in the Building Code, or is electrified, then
compliance with all safety codes (building permits, electrical permits, efc.) is required. Signs
may also be exempted from the sign permit requirement by other sections of this Chapter, other
chapters of this code, or other bodies of law.

A. Residential Signs. All legal residential dwelling units are allowed a defined
maximum cumulative display area, which is available at all times, subject to:

1. Physical types: residential signs may be free standing or mounted on
doors, walls, or fences; flag poles not exceeding 25 feet cumulative of
linear footage; roof-mounted signs are prohibited;

2, Permissible message types: any variety or combination of constitutionally
protected noncommercial speech (including but not limited to political /
election signs); real estate signs (must be removed not more than five days
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after the proposed economic transaction is completed, or the property goes
off the market); garage sale signs compliant with the other provisions in
the Municipal Code addressing garage sales which is currently set forth at
Section 7.21.060; construction site signs;

8. Prohibited message types: commercial messages other than those specified
in the preceding subsection; general advertising for hire; any message
whose public display is illegal;

4, Maximum display area: 16 square feet per parcel at all times; except
during the Election Period this allowance may be increased up to 32
square feet per parcel per street frontage visible from the public right of
way. The maximum display area is the cumulative total of all signs that
are subject to the area iimit. Not included within with the cumulative total:
indicators of street address and occupants’ name(s), visual images
mounted on the ground (i.e., door mats);

h

[lumination: special illuminaiion of residential signs 18 prohibited;
residential signs may be illuminated only by natural and legal ambient
lighting;

Construction Site Signs, subject to:

1. On single-family residential properties, construction site signs shall be no
Jarger than 20 square feet per street frontage;

2, For all other construction projects: maximum display area for signs shall
be no greater than 50 square feet per frontage;

3. Construction site signs must be removed prior to final inspection or before
issuance of a certificate of completion or certificate of occupancy, 4s
applicable;

4, Illumination: prohibited.

Signs required or authorized by other bodies of law or court orders;

Signs required by the fire department to designate fire lanes;

Nameplate identification signs and combination name plates and address signs

with letters that do not exceed three inches in height, are not illuminated, and do
not exceed four square feet in area;
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F. Window signs that do not exceed 15% of the area of a window or 12 square feet,
whichever is less;

G. Warning signs such as "no parking," "watch dogs," "private property," and
"security service" that are not illuminated, do not exceed one square foot in area
each, and do not project over a public right-of-way. No more than three of these
signs shall be allowed per premises;

H. Bulletin boards, provided they do not exceed sixteen square feet in area, do not
project over a public right of way, and are not illuminated;

18.47.070 PROHIBITED SIGNS

The signs listed in this section are prohibited in all zones and at all times unless explicitly

authorized or allowed by another provision of this Chapter, another chapter of the code, or other

applicable law.

iy New billboards, conversion of existing billboards to digital or dynamic or tri-vision
display, expansion of the display face of any existing billboard (except as authorized by
state law), and the installation of an additional display face to an existing billboard

structure;

2. Mobile billboards, but not including taxis or shuttle vehicles or public transportation
vehicles that legally pass through the city;

3. Signs mounted on roofs, water towers, radio, television, or cell phone towers;
4. Signs mounted on fences;
5. Signs mounted on trees, bushes, or vegetation;

6. Signs placed on property (public or private) without consent of the property owner or
other party holding the present right of possession and control;

7. Signs that obstruct any window, door, gate or opening used or required as a means of
regular ingress or egress, legal light or ventilation, as a fire escape or other emergency
access or escape;

8. Signs displayed on vacant or undeveloped lots;
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Signs whose intensity of illumination or size, shape or location interferes with the safe
operation of a vehicle or creates distraction to the operator of a wheeled vehicle on
adjoining public streets;

Signs mounted in such a manner as to obstruct the free flow of vehicular or pedestrian
traffic;

Signs that are confusingly similar to authorized, official traffic and pedestrian control
signs, even though they are in fact not traffic control signs;

Signs using animation, flashing, blinking, or intermittent light exceeding any of these
operational parameters:

a. Ilumination equivalent to incandescent light bulbs of sixty watts maximum per
bulb;

b. Flashes or blinks more than 15 times per minute;
c. Chaser lights;

d. High intensity neon lights, tubes and flashing lights are prohibited on animated
and flashing signs;

e. Rotating beacon lighting elements.

Advertising or attention-getting devices that are inflatable, float in air or water, or are
activated by wind or forced air;

Temporary signs displaying off-site commercial messages or used for general advertising
for hire, unicss required by state law;

Signs placed in the public right-of-way, unless explicitly allowed by Chapter 13.28.

Signs mounted on motor vehicles parked in the public right of way.

18.47.080 PERMANENT SIGNS

Unless specifically exempted herein, all permanent signs require a sign permit. The following
three types of signs are categorically exempt from this sigh permit requirement: 1) signs installed
and displayed pursuant to court order, statutory requirement or authorization; 2) signs on
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residential properties; 3) signs posted by any governmental entity in the execution of its official
duties.

A. SIGNS LESS THAN SIX SQUARE FEET

The display on any non-residential parcel of any single sign or banner that is less than six square
feet in area is allowed and is exempt from obtaining a sign permit.

B. DIRECTIONAL SIGNS

Directional signs which do not exceed a total of three square feet in size per sign, and total area
combined does not exceed nine square feet per parcel, are allowed and are exempt from
obtaining a sign permit.

C. FREESTANDING SIGNS

A maximum of two freestanding or monument signs, not to exceed a total of one hundred square
feet, are allowed, subject 1o a sign permit, for single~family subdivisions, multi-family
developments, and mobile home parks.

D. FLAGS

On residential land uses, a total of 24 square feet of flag area may be displayed at any and all
times; on non-residential land uses, a total of 40 square feet of flag area may be displayed at any
and all times. The number of flag poles is limited to cumulative linear footage as follows: 25 feet
on residential lots and 35 feet on all other parcels or lots. Flag poles intended for permanent use
are subject to appropriate building permits.

E. PERMANENT SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MIXED-USE AND
INSTITUTIONAL ZONES

Except in shopping centers (where special rules, stated in the next subsection, apply) and public
assembly uses (to which special rules, stated below, apply), permanent signs may be installed on
or along the face of a building in commercial zones and commercial uses in a mixed-use zone,
and industrial or institutional zones, subject to the following:

1. Signs exceeding twenty five square feet in display area:

a. Maximum number: one sign per establishment premise per
frontage along a street, freeway, or parking lot;
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b. Sign area on the primary frontage shall not exceed 30 percent of
the area of the building face or four square feet of sign for each
linear foot of building face along that frontage, whichever is

greater;

c. Sign area on a secondary frontage shall not exceed 15 percent of
the area of the building face or two square feet per linear foot of
secondary frontage, whichever is greater;

d. The sign face shall not be located, such as by a cabinet, deep
lettering, or architectural feature, more than 18 inches from a
building face.

2, Permanent signs with 25 square feet or less of display area in Commercial,
Industrial, Institutional, Mixed-Use and Multi-Family Zones:

a. Location: only in windows or along the face of a building;

b. Maximum total cumulative area: not exceeding ten percent of the
wall or elevation on which the sign is placed;

F. PERMANENT SIGNS IN SHOPPING CENTERS

Permanent signs for establishments within a shopping center shall be limited to one per
establishment premises per frontage on a common walkway, parking lot, driveway, alleyway,
street, or freeway. The size and placement of these signs shall conform with the standards
specified for Permanent Signs in Commercial, Industrial, Mixed-Use and Institutional Zones
(Subsection 18.47.080(E)) as well as standards that may be applied through any required City
Council or Planning Commission approval, including but not limited to a conditional use permit,
planned development permit, specific plan, cr variance.

G. PUBLIC ASSEMBLY USES.

On property used for public assembly, with periodically changing programs, the following signs
may be installed and displayed, subject to a sign permit:

1. Wall sign: one wall mounted sign not to exceed twenty square feet in area
per street frontage or parking lot frontage; and

2. One freestanding changeable copy directory sign not 1o exceed six feet in
height and twelve square feet in area per street frontage or parking lot
frontage shall be allowed:
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Provided, however, that the signs shall be architecturally related to the
structure to which they are appurtenant;

Number Limit: No more than two wall-mounted signs plus no more than
two freestanding signs.

H. POLE OR MONUMENT SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MIXED-
USE, AND INSTITUTIONAL ZONES

Pole-mounted or freestanding signs are allowed subject to a sign permit in the commercial and
industrial zones and non-residential uses in a mixed-use zone, subject to:

1.

Number Limit: Pole signs or monument signs shall be limited to one sign
per frontage on street, freeway, or parking lot, and may include a cluster
sign identifying individual businesses on the parcel(s);

Display Area Limit:

a. The total area of any sign installed along the primary frontage shall
not exceed four square feet per lineal foot of property on the
primary frontage;

b. The total area of any sign installed along each secondary frontage
shall not exceed two square feet per lineal foot of property on the
secondary frontage;

Location: Sign structures shall not be placed within the required setback
area applicable to that zone, except that projecting signs may protrude into
or overhang a maximum distance of one-half of the setback.

Height Limit: Pole signs may be 1% feet high for each 1-foot away from
the centerline of the street on which the sign is located, but in no case
exceeding:

a. MXC 1 & MXD 1 zones - 50 feet;

b. MXC 2 & MXD 2 zones - 50 feet. Signs exceeding 50 feet may be
allowed if located near a freeway and approved by the Planning
Commission as compatible with the other uses near the site;

c. CA & CS zones - 50 feet. Signs exceeding 50 feet may be allowed,
up to a maximum of 75 feet, if located near a freeway and
approved by the Planning Commission as compatible with the
other uses near the site;
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d. Industrial zones - 70 feet.
e. Institutional zones — 50 feet.

ROTATING SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ZONES

Signs that rotate are restricted to no more than eight revolutions per minute. Rotating signs are
allowable only in commercial and industrial zones.

J.

PROJECTING SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MIXED-USE, AND
INSTITUTIONAL ZONES

Projecting signs may be installed and displayed, subject to a sign permit, in all commercial,
industrial, mixed-use, and institutional zones, subject to:

1.

Projecting signs shall not project over any public right-of-way, including streets
or alleys, except as provided in Subsection D, below;

The maximum height of any projecting sign shall be 12 feet, and may project
above any eave or parapet of less than 12 feet in height, but may not project
inward over any such eave or parapet.

Maximum display area for all sides: 32 square feet.

Projecting signs may project over street parkways and required setback areas a
maximum of one-half of the street parkway or setback width. For the purpose of
this section, "street parkway" is defined as that part of the public street right-of-
way lying between the front property line and the edge of the roadway.

Number limit: No more than one projecting sign shall be placed on each street
frontage per business premises.

Qualification: A projecting sign shall be permitted only in lieu of a freestanding
or marquee sign, and may not be utilized in addition to a freestanding or marquee
sign.

Design: Projecting signs shall be supported so as to appear to be an architecturai
and integral part of the building. The sign shall be free of any exira bracing, angie
iron, guy wires, or cables.

K. DIGITAL DISPLAY SIGNS
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Signs using digital display are allowed in the following zones: industrial, commercial, and
mixed-use districts, subject to a sign permit, and subject to:

1. Maximum height: the same rule that would apply to the same sign if it
were not using digital display;

2. Minimum requirement: digital display must be part of a master sign
program;

3. Maximum display area:

a. For properties that front on arterial roadways, the digital display
portion of the sign structure shall not exceed 25% of the allowable
display area;

b. For properties that front on highways, the digital display portion of
a sign shall not exceed 50% of the allowable display area;

c. Maximum Number: No more than one sign using digital display
may be permitted on a site. The electronic message display may be
single-faced or double-faced.

d. Signs using digital display may not project moving images or
images that appear to move; each still image must be on display a
minimum of 8 seconds; transitions between still images shall not
exceed one second,

e. Light Intensity: each sign using digital display shall include a
photometric sensor that will adjust the intensity of the sign for
daytime and nighttime viewing. The nighttime intensity shall be
limited to 0.3 foot-candles (over ambient levels) as measured at a
preset distance as established by the Lewin Report as prepared for
the Outdoor Advertising Association of America (OAAA). The
city may modify or further restrict the intensity of any DAD
display should the lighting create a distraction to drivers or an
adverse effect on nearby residential property.

f Operational Hours: the digital display portion of any sign shall not
be operated between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
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g. Signs using digital display shall be shielded or the light intensity
reduced as necessary to prevent annoying glare impacting
surrounding properties.

h. All new signs using digital display, which are not attached to 2
buiiding, shall be mounted on one support column only.

i, Signs using digital display may be located on the wall of a
building, provided the sign does not obscure any of the building's
windows, architectural features, or other architectural detajls.

J- No sign using digital display may be placed within one mile of
another sign using digital display on the same side of a highway.
No sign using digital display may be placed within 1000’ of
another digital display on any street.

k. Signs using digital display are limited to noncommercial messages
and onsite commercial messages; such signs may not be used as
billboards or for purposes of general advertising for hire.

18.47.090 TEMPORARY SIGNS

All temporary signs must have attached to them contact information for the persons and/or
entities placing the signs on public display. Such information must include, at a minimum, the
name of the person(s) and/or entities, and currently valid contact information such as phone
number, mailing address, or email address. The purpose of this requirement is to give the City a
way to contact persons who exceeded the time limit or other rules regarding display of certain
signs, and give them an opportunity to cure the violation. The contact information must be in an
casily readable, common typeface, such as Times New Roman, Garamond, Helvetica, Arial, or
similar. Type size much be at least ten point.

A. Construction Site Signs
Temporary signs may be installed and displayed on construction sites without permit, subject to:

1. The maximum total ares for signs at single-family residential construction
projects shall be 20 square feet per street frontage;

b

The maximum area of signage at other construction projects shall be 50
square feet per street frontage;
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3. For any request for square-footage exceeding the limits set forth in
Subsections A.1. and A.2., a temporary use permit is required, the granting
or denial of which shall be based solely on objective criteria such as time,
location, and size;

4, All signs must be removed prior to and as a condition of the final
inspection and approval of the project.

B. Temporary Signs Regarding Real Property Offered For Sale or Lease

Temporary signs may be installed and displayed on real property that is currently offered for sale
or lease, or otherwise pursuant to Civil Code 713, without a sign permit, subject to:

1. A maximum of two temporary signs may be installed on developed or
undeveloped property, with the following requirements and specifications
for the sign:

a. The maximum area of signage allowed by this section per parcel
per street frontage in commercial, industrial, mixed-use, multi-
family, or institutional zones shall be 50 square feet;

b. These signs shall not be specially illuminated;

c. Such signs shall be removed within ten days following the lease or
sale of the premises on which the sign is displayed.

C. Temporary Signs For Special Events

Temporary signs may be installed and displayed when related to and for the duration of thirty
(30) days prior and five (5) days after a special event, subject to:

L. Special Event Signs in Commercial, Industrial, Multi-family, Mixed-use

and Institutional zones

a. Temporary signs which do not cumulatively exceed 32 square feet
in display area per street frontage, are allowed subject to a special
event permit;

b. Temporary signs, except flags and banners, shall not be fastened
directly to the exterior wall or face of any building. Temporary
signs may be displayed in windows or on display boards, provided
the combined total area of all signs does not exceed ten percent of
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the area of the building face upon which the signs are mounted.
(See Section 18.47.120 for restrictions on flags and banners.)

D. Temporary Signs in Residential Zones
Refer to Section 18.47.060 for signs in residential zomes.
18.47.100 VEHICLE SIGNS

Buses and taxis that legally traverse the public streets may display advertising; however, mobile
billboards are prohibited on public streets and parking spaces.

18.47.110 MURALS

Murals or mural-type signs, including those described as artistic murals, shall be treated as any
other sign subject to signage area requirements.

18.47.120  FLAGS, BANNERS, AND PENNANTS

A. Permit required: All banners require the approval of the planning division. In
order to obtain approval, see appiication and drawings required at the city
planning division.

B. Auto Sales Lots

These provisions apply to all motor vehicle sales. Flags, banvers and pennants may be displayed
on automobile sales lots without time limitation or site plan review, provided that:

The displays are properly maintained;

Displays are limited to the perimeter of the lot;

Displays do not exceed a height of tweniy-five feet above the ground;
Displays may not be used in place of a permanent si gn.

SIS

C. Other Commercial and Industrial Uses

¥lags, banners, and pennants may be displayed on other commercial and industrial uses fora
cumulaiive period of sixty days within each celender year. The time limit commences when &
banner permit is issued by the planning director. The sixty-day period may be divided into two
occasions per calendar year, provided the total display time does not exceed sixty days per
calendar year. A banner permit fee and an administrative fee in an amount representing the
anticipaied city enforcement costs in causing the applicant to remove flags or banners shal! be
paid to the city treasurer at the time of application for site plan review. The administrative fee

shall be refunded upon the verified removal of the flag or banner by the specified deadline.
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D. The following shall apply to all displays of commercial flags, banners, and
pennants, except for displays on auto sales lots:

1. Must be removed by the owner or occupant within fifteen days after a
determination by the city manager or that the display is improperly
maintained or the flag, banner or pennant is tattered or worn;

2. Shall not be larger than forty square feet (cumulative of all visible
copy/image areas);

3. Shall not be displayed in lieu of a permanent sign;

4, Shall not be placed on a roof, placed in required yard areas, or landscaped
areas;

5. Must be compatible with the primary building's appearance;

6. Violation of the time limits shall render the site ineligible for issuance of a
permit for display of a flag, banner or pennant for a period of one year
from the date that the violation is abated;

7. The restrictions of this section shall also apply to signs and banners

located within the first eight feet of the interior of commercial or industrial
premises when such sign or banner is visible to the exterior.

18.47.130 MASTER SIGN PROGRAMS

A, Purpose and Applicability
The purpose of the master sign program provisions is to provide a coordinated approach to
signage for National City's business districts, which include but not limited to the Harbor
District, Downtown, Mile of Cars, and Plaza Bonita. Whenever a development project will have
6 or more separately leased spaces, then a master sign program is required.

B. Approval

A master sign program shall require the approval of the planning commission and the city
council, after considering the proposed design standards.

C. Design Standards

Sign Ordinance — Proposed PC 5.4.15
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Master sign programs shall feature a unified and coordinaied approach to the materials, color,
size, type, placement and general design of signs proposed for a project or property.

D. Effect of Master Sign Program

All subsequent signs proposed for a development or property subject to an approved master sign
program shall comply with the standards and specifications included in the master sign program.

1847.140  NONCONFORMING SIGNS; ABANDONED USES

Signs that were legal when first installed, and which have not been modified or expanded in a
manner that was illegal at the time of modification or expansion, may continue in use, so long as
there is no modification or expansion which violates the regulations of this Chapter. If the size or
configuration of a parcel or building is changed by the subdivision or splitting of the property or
alterations to the building or parcel, property identification signs and outdoor advertising signs
on the resulting properties shall be required to conform to the sign regulations applicable to the
newly created parcel or parcels, at the time such change becomes effective.

Nonconforming signs shall be removed or made conforming when the business or property
changes occupancy or ownership.

A. Change of Land Use / Nonconforming Signs

When there is a change in the use of land upon which are located signs that do not conform to
this Chapter, then all signs on the parcel, lot, or leasable space must be brought into conformance
with this Chapter and all other applicable laws, rules, regulations and policies.

B. Abandoned Site or Building

When the use of any parcel or building is vacated, terminated, or abandoned for any reason for a
period of more than ninety consecutive days, the owner or person in possession of the property
shall be responsible for the physical removal of all signs on the property, building or wall(s), and
for painting over the surface so as to obliterate any painted or printed signs on the building so
that the copy is not visible, within thirty days following notice from the city, Removal, painting
out, or obliteration shall be performed in 2 manner that does not creste » blighting influence. Any
sign that relates or pertains to an establishment that is not actually operating on the same site for
a period of ninety (90) or more consecutive calendar days shall be considered abandoned. Legal
nonconforming use rights are extinguished when a sign qualifies as abandoned.

18.47.150 SAFETY, MAINTENANCE, AND REFACING

Sign Ordinance — Proposed PC 5.4.15
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A. Safety Codes — Compliance Required

All signs must comply with the applicable Uniform Building, Mechanical, Electrical Codes and
other safety codes adopted by the City. Safet~Eede Permits for installation shall be obtained,
when required, prior to any installation, from the director of building and safety.

B. Maintenance

All signs and their supporting structures and components shall be maintained in a state of safe
condition and good repair. Signs shall be "face washed" at least once a year. Electrically
energized components must bear the seal of approval of an approved testing laboratory. Broken
faces and burned-out lamps, bulbs, or tubes must be replaced within thirty days from the date of
notlﬁcation from the City. Ailpermancatsims-shall-bo-"facc-washedat-least onee-a-year:
,; Jezireatly-encrgized- oupencris-musi-bea-the-seal-of approval-ofan approved-testing
harrtery-Brokar ‘.,J—mé-bm sed-oui-lemps;-bulbs-or-tubesmust-boreplaced-within-Sficen
Gorsnearie-daic-elnodferden-ronthe-eity

C. Refacing

Changing the copy or refacing of a sign shall require a sign reface permit. No consideration of
message content shall occur. The purpose is to maintain an inventory of signs.

18.47.160 ENFORCEMENT AND REMOVAL
A. Public Nuisance

All violations of this Chapter are declared to constitute public nuisances which may be abated by
any method provided by law.

B. Enforcement
Each day of violation or non-compliance with these regulations shall be deemed as a separate
offense and subject to all remedies available at law. Legal procedures and penalties shall be in
accordance with the enforcement procedures established by the municipal code or state law.

C. Nlegal Signs
Iliegal signs may be abated by the City in accordance with its Municipal Code, state law,
including but not limited to Business and Professions Code 5499.1 et. seq., or state law on

abatement of public nuisances, or as otherwise provided by law.

D. Summary Abatement — Safety Hazards

Sign Ordinance — Proposed PC 5.4.15
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If any sign is an immediate threat to the public health and safety by virtue of the physicai
condition of the sign structure, said sign may be immediately and summarily removed with the
cost of such removal charged to the property owner in accordance with this Chapter.

E. Notice of Vioiation

Whenever any sign or part thereof, other than those causing an immediate threat to the public
health and safety, constitutes an illcgal sign and/or is erected or maintained in violation of this
Chapter, the Direcior shall give written notice to all Responsible Parties to remove the sign or to
bring it intc compliance. The notice shali specify the nature of the violation, and give directions
for a cure, which may include complete removal or replacement by a specific date. The notice
shall advise the permittee, owner or person in charge of the sign of the hearing rights established
by this Chapter. The date for removal specified in the written notice shall not be less than ten
(10) days from the date of the mailing of the notice. The responsible party receiving notice may
request a hearing as detailed in 18.47.050.

F. Removal of Uncured Vioiations

Whenever the Responsible Parties fail to comply with an order of the Director made pursuant to
this Section, and the time for curc has elapsed without the cure being effected, the Director may
remove the sign, or order it removed, either by the City’s own force or by a private party under
contract. The expense of the removal may be charged, jointly and severally, to any and all
responsible parties. Such amount shall constitute a debt owed to the City. No permit shall
thereafter be issued to any permittee, owner or person in charge of a sign who fails to pay such
costs. Any costs, including attorney’s fees, incurred by the City in collection of the costs shall be
added to the amount of the debt.

Q. Cumulative Remedies

The provisions of this Section are alternative and additional remedies for the enforcement of this
Chapter. Nothing in this Section shall preclude the City from enforcing the provisions of this
Chapter by any other criminal, civil or administrative proceeding.

18.47.170 SEVERABILITY

The city council declares that the judicial invalidity of any subsection or portion of this chapter
shall not affect the validity of any other remaining section or portion; that the city council would
have adopted each of those remaining portions, notwithstanding any later declared invalidity. If
any provision determined invalid under the preceding sentence can either be judicially severed or
interpreted in a way that could harmonize it with the remaining provisions, then it may be
severed or interpreted and applied so as to give full purpose, meaning, and effect to the
remaining provisions of this chapter.

Sign Ordinance — Proposed PC 5.4.15
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SIGN ORDINANCE CHANGES
Key: New/changed language Deleted janguage—

Chapter 18.47- SIGNS-AND-OUTDOOR-ABVERTISING DISRLAYS(Title Changed to
SIGNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY AND PUBLIC PROPERTY NOT OWNED BY THE
CITY OR ITS AFFILIATED AGENCIES)

18.47.010- Purpose. (expanded to include ‘authority, scope, and intent’ — now section
18.47.020)

(Brand new section) 18.47.010 TITLE

This Chapter shall be known as the Regulatory Sign Ordinance of the City of National
City, California.

18.47.020 AUTHORITY, SCOPE, INTENT, PURPOSES

A. Authority
This Chapter is enacted pursuant to the City’s general and police powers, California

Constitution Article XI, Section 7: Califomia Government Code Sections 65000 ef seq.,
65850(b), 38774, and 38775; Business and Professions Code Sections 5200 et seq.,
5230, 5490 et seq., 13530 et seq. and 13540; Penal Code Section 556 ef seq.; and
other applicable state laws.

B. Scope
This Chapter regulates signs, as defined herein, which are located within the corporate

limits of the City of National City and over which the City has land use regulatory
authority, but not on City owned land. Signs on City land are subject to Chapter 13.28.
Signs used in conjunction with parades, protests, demonstrations and outdoor public
assemblies are regulated as temporary uses under Chapter 15.60.

C. Intent
By adoption of this Chapter, the City Council intends to create and implement a

comprehensive system for the regulation of signs within the scope of this Chapter, with
a regulation system that: 1) accommodates the expression rights of the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and the corollary provisions of the California
Constitution; 2) comports with all applicable principles of federal and state constitutional,
statutory and administrative law.

D. Purposes and Interests Served
The purposes of this Chapter include, but are not limited to- 1) serving the governmental

and public interests in controlling visual clutter, community esthetics, and safety of
drivers, passengers, and pedestrians; 2) aiding in the identification of properties, land
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uses, enterprises and other establishments; 3) enhancing the general appearance and
esthetics of the urban envircnment; and 4) protecting the natural beauty of the City's
open space.

(Brand new section) 18.47.030 BASIC PRINCIPLES

A. Message Neutrality Policy

It is the policy of National City to regulate signs in a manner that does not favor
commercial speech over noncommercial speech and does not regulate protecied
noncommercial speech by message content.

B. Message Substitution Policy

A constitutionally protected noncommercial message may be substituted, in whole or in
part, for any allowed commercial message or any other protected noncommercial
message, provided that the sign structure or mounting device is legal. Any substitution
shall require the private property owner's consent. The purpose of this provision is to
prevent any favoring of commercial speech over non-commercial speech, or favoring of
any particular protected noncommercial message over any other protected
noncommercial message. The message substitution policy does not: 1) create a right to
increase the total amount of sign display area on a site or parcel; 2) create a right to
substitute an off-site commercial message in place of an onsite commercial message or
in place of a noncommercial message; 3) affect the requirement that a sign structure or
mounting device must be properly permitted; 4) authorize changing the physical method
of image presentation (such as digital or neon) display without a permit; or 5) authorize
a physical change to the sign structure without compliance with applicable building
codes, safety codes, and neutrally-applicabie rules for sign size, height, orientation,
setback, separation or illumination.

C. Enforcement Authority
The Director is authorized and directed to administer and enforce this Chapter.
D. Administrative Interpretations

Interpretations of this Chapter are to be made initially by the Director in consultation with
the City Attorney. The Director may refer an interpretation question to the Planning
Commission. All interpretations of this Chapter are to be exercised in light of the
message neutrality and message substitution policies. Where a particular type of sign is
proposed, and the type is neither expressly allowed nor prohibited by this chapter, or
whenever a sign does not qualify as a “structure” as defined in the Building Code, as
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adopted by the City, then the Planning Commission or Director, as applicable, shall
approve, conditionally approve cor disapprove the application based on the most similar
sign type, using physical and structural similarity, that is expressly regulated by this
chapter.

E. Responsibility for Compliance

The responsibility for compliance with this Chapter rests jointly and severally upon the
sign owner, the permit holder, all parties holding the present right of possession and
control of the property whereon a sign is located, mounted or installed, and the legal
owner of the lot or parcel, even if the sign was mounted, installed, erected or displayed
without the consent or knowledge of the owner and / or other parties hoiding the legal
right to immediate possession and controi.

F. Onsite-Offsite Distinction

Within this Chapter, the distinction between onsite signs and offsite signs applies only to
commercial messages. It does not apply to non-commercial messages.

18.47.020- Site plan review and/or sign permit required. (expanded to cover all
possible permits, including application, review, and appeals — now section 18.47.050)

18.47.050  SIGN PERMITS, OTHER SIGN-RELATED DECISIONS, APPEALS
A. Sign Permit Generally Required

Unless exempted from the sign permit requirement, all signs regulated by this Chapter
may be installed, maintained, erected, or displayed only pursuant to sign permit

3
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pursuant to this Chapter, and a finding of compliance is made by the Planning Division,
using the design criteria identified in this Chapter and other applicable regulations. A
sign permit may be approved subject to conditions, sc long as those conditions are
required by this Chapter or some other applicable law, rule or regulation.

B. Compliance Required

No permit shall be issued for any sign or sign structure except in compliance with the
provisions of this Chapter. A sign permit may be subject to compliance with permitting
requirements imposed by other sources of law, including the safety codes for building,
electrical, plumbing, grading, etc. Where there is a conflict between the provision of this
Chapter and other applicable regulations, the more restrictive shall apply.

C. Right to Permit or Display

When any sign permit application is complete and fully complies with all applicable
provisions of this Chapter, and all other applicable laws, rules and regulations, the
permit shall be approved and issued within the required time. In the case of signs which
are exempt from the sign permit requirement, there is a right to erect, display and
maintain such signs as are authorized by this Chapter, subject to the applicable rules.
This “right to pemit” provision does not apply when the relevant city law is under active
consideration for amendment at the time the application for a sign permit is submitted,
or when the rules or regulations relevant to the application are changed prior to the
expiration of the time for decision.

D. Legally Existing Signs; Alterations

Signs legally existing prior to the effective date of this Chapter shall be exempt from the
sign permit requirement unless a structural alteration is made, the sign area or any
other point of nonconformity is enlarged or expanded, or there is some other change in
the structural elements of the sign. Structural alterations and expansions require a sign
permit.

E. Review

All sign permit applications shall be initially reviewad by the Director. In the case of any
discretionary permit in which signage is included, such as a master sign program, a
specific plan including signs, a variance, or an appeal, the Director shall prepare a
report for the body which shall hear the matter, the Planning Commission or City
Council. The report may, but is not required, to include recommendations.

F. Application for a Sign Parmit
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Any person seeking a sign permit for a sign shall submit to the Director a written
application for such. The Director shall prepare a sign permit application form and
provide it to any person on request, along with such other materials and information as
applicants need to submit for a permit. The same form may be used for both the
application and the decision thereon. A single form may be used for multiple signs on
the same site; however, the Director may make separate decisions as to each sign. A
sign permit application is complete only when it is accompanied by the appropriate
application fee, in an amount set by resolution of the City Council.

G. Application Contents

The sign permit application form may call for the following information:

1. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant and, if
applicable, the name, address, and telephone number; when the
applicant is not the holder of legal title to the property, consent to
the installation of the sign by the person(s) or entities who hold
legal title and the present right of possession and control of the
property; when the sign is proposed to be installed by a sign
contractor, the name, address, contact information, and the license
number, if any, of the contractor:

2. As to the proposed location for the sign, multiple sets of a fully
dimensioned Site Plan (drawn to scale) indicating the street
address, Assessor's Parcel Number, zone classification, all
property lines, public and private street lines (including center
lines), structures, easements, utility poles and wires, and the
location and size (in square feet) of all existing and proposed signs;

3. As to existing signs already on parcel, information as to whether
each is permitted or exempt from permitting;

4, Accurate and scaled building elevation showing existing and
proposed building signs; including existing and proposed sign area
of each individual sign and the combined area of all signs (including
those already existing or previously permitted) in relation to the
maximum allowed sign area;

5. A statement as to whether the sign is intended to be used in whole
or in part for off-site commercial messages, advertising for hire or
general advertising;

6. A statement or graphical description as to whether the proposed

sign, or any part of it, is proposed to utilize any of the following
physical methods of message presentation: sound: odor, smoke,
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fumes or steam; rotating, moving or animated elements; activation
by wind or forced air; neon or other fluorescing gases; flucrescent
or day-glow type colors; flashing or strobe lighting; light emitting
diodes, liquid crystal displays or other video-like methods; digital
display technology; use of live animals or living persons as part of
the display; mannequins or statuary;

A statement as to whether the property or parcel on which the sign
is proposed to be erected or displayed, or any currently existing
sign thereon, is the subject of any outstanding notice of zoning
violation or notice to correct, including whether any such
deficiencies are to be remedied by the proposed application;

Photographs of the existing property, parcel and/or building on
which the sign is proposed 1o be erected or displayed;

In the case of any proposed sign which is subject to a discretionary
process, such as a variance, conditional use permit, or sign
program, all information required by such process{es};

The Director is authorized to modify the list of information to be
provided on a sign permit application; however, additions may be
made only after thirty (30) days public notice. The Director is also
authorized to request, require or accept application materials, in
whole or in part, in electronic form, and to specify the acceptable
computer formats for such submissions.

H. Compieteness

As the first step in processing a sign permit application, the Director shall determine
whether the application is complete. If the application is not complete, the applicant
shall be so notified in person or in writing initially within 30 days of the date of receipt of
the application; the notice of incompleteness shall state the points of deficiency and
identify any additional information necessary. The applicant shall then have thirty (30)
calendar days, to submit additional information to render the application complete.

. Disqualification

No sign permit application will be approved if:

1.

The applicant has installed a sign in violation of the provisions of
this Chapter and, at the time of submission of the application, each
illegal or non-permitted sign has not heen legalized, removed or a
cure included in the application;
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2. There is any other existing code violation located on the site of the
proposed sign(s) (other than an illegal or nonconforming sign that is
not owned or controlied by the applicant and is located at a different
establishment) which has not been cured at the time of the
application, unless the noncompliance is proposed to be cured as
part of the application;

3. The sign application is substantially the same as an application
previously denied, unless: (i) twelve (12) months have elapsed
since the date of the last application, or (i) new evidence or proof of
changed conditions is furnished in the new application;

4. The applicant has not obtained any applicable required use permit
or conditional use permit. However, applications for such permits
may be processed simultaneously with a sign permit application.

J. Applications for Multiple Signs

When an application proposes two or more signs, the application may be granted either
in whole or in part, with separate decisions as to each proposed sign. When a multiple
sign application is denied in whole or in part, the Director’s written notice of
determination shall specify the grounds for such denial.

K. Discretion

When discretion is authorized for a master sign program or site plan review, that
discretion may be exercised only as to location, structural and safety factors, and not as
to message content, graphic design or artistic merit. Permissible factors for
consideration inciude: style or character of existing improvements upon the site and lots
adjacent to the site; construction materials; number and spacing of signs in the area; the
sign’s height, design, and location in relation to its proposed use; form, proportion,
scale, overall sign size; potential effect of the proposed sign on driver and pedestrian
safety; potential blocking of view (whole or partial) of a structure or facade or public view
of historical or architectural significance: potential obstruction of views of users of
adjacent buildings.

L. Master Sign Programs

Permit applications for Master Sign Programs as part of planned commercial, office-
professional and industrial development shall include the above information as part of 2
Site Development Plan or Specific Plan. When approval is sought for a development
that includes one or more signs, then the sign aspects of the proposed development
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must satisfy the applicable provisions of this Chapter. In addition, when a development
projact will have 6 or more leased spaces, it must also comply with the Master Sign
Program requirements set forth in Section 18.47.130. Such proposals may be reviewed
by the Director and shall be decided by the Planning Commission. In prep:ring a report
for the Planning Commission, the Director may, but is not required to, make
recommendations.

M. Revocation or Cancellation

The Diractor may revoke any approval or permit upon refusal or fzilure of the pemittee
to comply with the provisions of the permit and the requirements of this Chapter, after
written notice of noncompliance and at least fifteen (15) calendar days opportunity to
cure. However, opportunity to cure does not apply when a sign, by virtue of its physical
condition, constitutes an immediate and significant threat to public safety.

N. Permits Issued in Efror

Any approval or permit issued in error may be summarily revoked by the Director upon
written notice to the permittee, stating the reason for the revocation. “Issued in error”
means that the permit should not have been issued in the first place and includes but is
not limited to omissions, errors or misrepresentations in the application materials, and
oversights or errors in the processing thereof.

0. Inspections

All signs subject to one or more safety permits (building, piumbing, electrical, grading,
etc.) require final inspection and approval by the Building Official.

P. Sign-Related Decisions

Challenges or objections to sign-related decisions, notices and orders, other than
approval or denial of a sign permit, do not require a particular form, but must be in
writing, signed by the applicant or challenger, and particularly state the matter
challenged and the grounds therefore. Challenges shall be made to the Director within
30 days of the date of the decision, notice, and/or order. Challenges and objections to
sign-related decisions not made in accordance with these procedures shall not be
eligible for appeal.

Q. Levels of Review; Order of Review

Except for signs subject to initial review by the Planning Commission, initial review and
dacisions on all sign permit applications shall be by the Director unless otherwise stated
herein; appeal is first to the Planning Commission and then to City Couneit.
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R. Safety Codes

When a proposed sign, by virtue of its physical, structural, location, and other non-
message factors, is subject to any pemmits or requirements under the safety codes, then
satisfaction of such requirements shall be a condition of the sign pemmit.

S. Permit Denial

When a sign permit application is denied, the denial shall be in writing and sent or
delivered to the address shown on the applicant’s application form, and shall specifically
state the grounds for denial.

T. Timely Decision

At each level of review or appeal, the decision shall be rendered in writing within 30
calendar days. The time period begins running when an appeal, challenge or objection
is received, the application is complete (or is deemed complete because no notice of
incompleteness has been given), an amendment is received, or the notice of appeal has
been filed, whichever applies. The timely decision requirement may be waived by the
applicant or appellant. If a decision is not rendered within the required time, then the
application or appeal shall be deemed denied; in the case of an appeal, the lower level
decision shall be deemed affirmed.

u. Appeal

Any decision regarding a sign permit application or other sign-related decision may be
appealed by any affected person. Notices of Appeal and challenges and objections to
sign-related decisions must be filed with the City Clerk within thirty calendar days of the
decision; if City offices are not open on the thirtieth day, then the time period is
extended to the next day City offices are open to the public. Appeals shall be heard by
the Planning Commission. The decision of the Planning Commission may be appealed
to the City Council pursuant to 18.12.060, as augmented by this Chapter. The appeal
right arises at the earliest of: a) the date of the written decision that is delivered to the
applicant, or b) the time for decision has run without a writien decision. The Notice of
Appeal, Objection or Challenge must state specifically the matter appealed from and the
grounds for appeal. Notices of Appeal must be signed by the appellant or their
authorized agent, representative, or attorney.

V. Status Quo

During the pendency of review or appeal, the status quo of the subject sign(s) shall be
maintained. This does not apply whenever a sign, by virtue of its physical condition,
constitutes an immediate threat to public safety.
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W. Judicial Review

Following final decision by the City Council, any affected person may seek judicial
review of the final decision on a sign permit application or other sign-related decision
pursuant to the applicable provisions of the California Code of Civil Procedure.

X Notices

Wiritten notices by the City, required within this Chapter, shall be deemed given on the
earliest of the following: when personally delivered, when publicly posted, or on the day
of mailing. Notices are deemed effective when sent to the last known address of the
addressee.

(Brand new section) 18.47.060 SIGNS EXEMPT FROM SIGN PERMIT
REQUIREMENT

The signs listed in this section are exempt from the requirement of prior approval (either
by sign permit or site plan review), but still subject to the rules stated in this Chapter.
When any residential sign meets the definition of “structure” in the Building Code, or is
electrified, then compliance with all safety codes (building permits, electrical permits,
efc.) is required. Signs may also be exempted from the sign permit requirement by other
sections of this Chapter, other chapters of this code, or other bodies of law.

A. Residential Signs. All legal residential dwelling units are allowed a defined
maximum cumulative display area, which is available at all times, subject
to:

1. Physical types: residential signs may be free standing or mounted
on doors, walls, or fences; flag poles not exceeding 25 feet
cumulative of linear footage; roof-mounted signs are prohibited;

2. Permissible message types: any variety or combination of
constitutionally protected noncommercial speech (including but not
limited to political / election signs); real estate signs (must be
removed not more than five days after the proposed economic
transaction is completed, or the property goes off the market);
garage sale signs compliant with the other provisions in the
Municipal Code addressing garage sales which is currently set forth
at Section 7.21.060; construction site signs;

3. Prohibited message types: commercial messages other than those
specified in the preceding subsection; general advertising for hire:
any message whose public display is illegal;

4. Maximum display area: 16 square feet per parcel at all times:
except during the Election Period this allowance may be increased

10
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up to 32 square feet per parcel per street frontage visible from the
public right of way. The maximum display area is the cumulative
total of all signs that are subject to the area limit. Not included
within with the cumulative total: indicators of street address and
occupants’ name(s), visual images mounted on the ground (i.e.,
door mats);

5. fllumination: special illumination of residential signs is prohibited:
residential signs may be illuminated only by natural and legal
ambient lighting;

B. Construction Site Signs, subject to:

1. On single-family residential properties, construction site signs shall
be no larger than 20 square feet per street frontage;

2. For all other construction projects: maximum display area for signs
shall be no greater than 50 square feet per frontage;

3. Construction site signs must be removed prior to final inspection or
before issuance of a certificate of completion or certificate of
occupancy, as applicable:

4, Illumination: prohibited.

C. Signs required or authorized by other bodies of law or court orders;

D. Signs required by the fire department to designate fire lanes;

E. Nameplate identification signs and combination name plates and address
signs with letters that do not exceed three inches in height, are not

illuminated, and do not exceed four square feet in area;

F. Window signs that do not exceed 15% of the area of a window or 12
square feet, whichever is less;

G. Waming signs such as "no parking,” "watch dogs,” "private property," and
"security service" that are not illuminated, do not exceed one square foot
in area each, and do not project over a public right-of-way. No more than
three of these signs shall be allowed per premises:

H. Bulletin boards, provided they do not exceed sixteen square feet in area,
do not project over a public right of way, and are not illuminated:

18.47.030- Unlawful display of signs or banners prohibited. (Incorporated into
new section 18.47.070 — PROHIBITED SIGNS)

11
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18.47.070 PRORIBITED SIGNS

The signs listed in this section are prohibited in all zones and at ali times unless
explicitly authorized or allowed by another provision of this Chapter, another chapter of
the code, or other applicable law.

1. New billboards, conversion of existing billboards to digital or dynamic or tri-vision
display, expansion of the display face of any existing billboard (except as
authorized by state iaw), and the installation of an additional display face to an
existing billboard structure;

2. Mobile billboards, but not including taxis or shuttle vehicles or public
transportation vehicles that legally pass through the city;

3. Signs mounted on roofs, water towers, radio, television, or cell phone towers;
4, Signs mounted on fences;

5. Signs mounted on trees, bushes, or vegetation;

6. Signs placed on property (public or private) without consent of the property

owner or other party holding the present right of possession and control;

12
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Signs that obstruct any window, door, gate or opening used or required as a
means of regular ingress or egress, legal light or ventilation, as a fire escape or
other emergency access or escape;

Signs displayed on vacant or undeveloped lots:

Signs whose intensity of illumination or size, shape or location interferes with the
safe operation of a vehicle or creates distraction to the operator of a wheeled
vehicle on adjoining public streets;

Signs mounted in such a manner as to obstruct the free flow of vehicular or
pedestrian traffic;

Signs that are confusingly similar to authorized, official traffic and pedestrian
control signs, even though they are in fact not traffic control signs;

Signs using animation, flashing, blinking, or intermittent light exceeding any of
these operational parameters:

a. lllumination equivalent to incandescent light bulbs of sixty watts maximum
per bulb;
b. Flashes or blinks more than 15 times per minute;

C. Chaser lights;

d. High intensity neon lights, tubes and flashing lights are prohibited on
animated and flashing signs;

e. Rotating beacon lighting elements.

Advertising or attention-getting devices that are inflatable, float in air or water, or
are activated by wind or forced air;

Temporary signs displaying off-site commercial messages or used for general
advertising for hire, unless required by state law;

Signs placed in the public right-of-way, unless explicitly allowed by Chapter
13.28.

Signs mounted on motor vehicles parked in the public right of way.

18.47.040- Definitions. (Minor changes as noted)

A Asused in this chapter and in addition to the definitions in the glossary, the
following definitions or concepts shall be applicable:

67

4= "Banner" is any flexible material, such as cloth, plastic, vinyl, paper, cardboard
or thin metal, with or without a "message," attached outdoors to a building,
structure or mounting device, or attached indoors to a building, structure or
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mounting device so as to be visible from the exterior of a building, or structure.
The term "banner” includes a pennant, flag,or bunting.

“Billboard” means a permanent sign structure in a fixed location which meets any
one or more of the following criteria: (1) it is used for the display of off-site
commercial messages; (2) the message display area, or any part thereof, is made
available to message sponsors other than the owner(s) or operator(s) of the sign,
typically for a fee or other consideration, i.e., it is general advertising for hire; {3) the
sign is a principal or secondary use of the land, rather than appurtenant or
accessory to some other principal use of the land.

< "Bunting” is a form of banner that is typically presented and displayed in a
folded or gathered fashion or combination. It may inciude a display in combination
with a flag or banner. Depending on the format of the display, the term may be
synonymous with banner.

4. "Business premises” refers fo specific business occupancy within a building or
upon a parcel of land, typically having a specific address and discrete entrance(s)
and exit(s) so as to maintain a specific business identity and location.

6. "Changeable copy sign" refers to a sign displaying a "message" that is changed
by means of moveable letters, slats, lights, light emitting diodes, or moveable
background material.

“Digital signs,” *dynamic signs,” and CEVMS (changeable electronic variable
message signs) are all within this definition.

“City” means the City of National City California.

“City property” means any parcel of land or separately leasable space over which
the City or any of its related entities, holds the present right of possession and
control, regardless of who may hold legal fee title, or that is within the public right-of-
way.

“Commercial mascot” means a person or animal attired or decorated with
commercial insignia, images, costumes, masks or symbols, and/or holding signs
displaying commercial messages, when a principal purpose is to draw attention to or
advertise a commercial enterprise. This definition inciudes “sign twirlers,” “sign
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clowns,” “sign spinners,” “sign twirlers,” and *human sandwich board” signs. Also
known as “living signs.”

“Commercial message” means a message that proposes a commercial transaction
or pertains primarily to the economic and commercial interests of the message
sponsor and/or the sign audience.

“Construction site sign” means a sign that is displayed on the site of a construction
development project during the period of time of actual construction.

“Digital display” means display methods utilizing LED (light emitting diode), LCD
(liquid crystal display), plasma display, projected images, or any functionally
equivalent technology, and which is capable of automated, remote or computer
control to change the image, either in a “slide show” manner (series of still images),
or full motion animation, or any combination of them.

“Director” means the City Manager or designee.

6- "Directionai sign” is any-ndividual-sign used to provide directions to

pedestrians and vehicular traffic. #-shallnotinclude-a-grouping-or-mesaic-of

alafFate
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“Election period” means that period of time which begins 60 days before a special,
general, or primary election in which at least some registered voters in the City are
eligible to vote, and ends ten days after such election.

“Establishment” means any legal use of land, other than long-term residential, which
involves the use of structures subject to the Building Code. By way of example and
not limitation, this definition includes businesses, factories, farms, schools, hospitals,
hotels and motels, offices and libraries, but does not include single-family homes,
mobile homes, residential apartments, residential care facilities, or residential
condominiums. Muiti-unit housing developments are considered establishments
during the time of construction; individual units are not within the meaning of
establishment once a certificate of occupancy has been issued or once a full-time
residency begins.

“Establishment premises™ means a specific occupancy within a building or upon a
parcel of land, typically having a specific address and discrete entrance(s) and
exit(s) so as to maintain 2 specific identity and location.
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7= "Flag"+ g
means a piece of fabric or other flexible material, usually rectangular, of distinctive
design, used as a symbol.

-
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8. "Freestanding sign" means a sign which is permanently supported on the
ground by one or more uprights, braces,poles, or other simitar structural
components that are not attached to any building. This category includes both
monument and pole signs.

. "Frontage" when used as a measurement reference of a building or business
premises, shall refer to the distance between the two most distant corners of a
building measured in a straight line along the building face borderingthe adjoining
street. See the glossary pertaining to frontage when made applicable to a parcel of
land. it shall also refer to the elevation of a building that abuts or adjoins a private
or public right-of-way or parking lot.

“Garage sale sign” means a sign whose message concerns short-term rummage,
estate, boutique or garage sales of used or handmade common household items
from a residential property.

“General advertising,” also known as “general advertising for hire,” means the
enterprise of advertising or promoting other businesses or causes using methods of
advertising, in contrast to self-promotion or on-site advertising.

40- "Height" means the distance measured vertically from grade to the highest
point or portion of the object to be measured or height limited.

“lllegal sign” means a sign that was installed without proper City or other required
approvals and/or permits at the time it was initially installed, and which has not been
legalized by later action. This definition also includes a sign that was erected in
conformance with all applicable {aws, rules, and regulations in effect at the time of
installation, but which was subsequently altered so as to be out of compliance with
applicable law, including the terms of permits which authorized construction. All
signs described in Business and Professions Code section 5499.1 and defined
therein as an “illegal on-premises advertising display” are also within this definition.

44 "lluminated sign" means a sign whosé message is made readable by internal
or external lights or light emitting diodes (or functionally aquivalent technology),
typically (but not necessanly) during hours of darkness.

42. "Install" or "installation" includes but is not limited to the act by which a sign
is constructed or placed on land or a structure, or the act of attaching, painting,

16

MR 8/16115



71

SIGN ORDINANCE CHANGES

printing, producing, or reproducing, or using any other method or process by
which a visual message is presented or placed upon a surface.

“Legal nonconforming sign” means a sign that complied with all applicable laws,
rules and policies at the time of installation, and which has not been expanded
beyond the originally applicable rules, but which does not conform to currently
applicable law and rules.

“Mobile billboard” means a sign on a wheeled conveyance (whether motorized or
not) or water craft, including those which canry, convey, pull or transport any sign
used for general advertising for hire. The term does not include vehicles and vessels
that display identification information concemning the usual business or regular work
of the vehicle/vessel owner (not including general advertising).

“Motor fuel price sign” means a sign of the type described and required by Business
and Professions Code section 13530 ef seq.

“H4- "Monument sign" means a low-profile freestanding sign supported by a
structural base or other solid structural features other than support poles and may
contain signage on more than one side.

+5: "Mural” or "mural-type sign" means a sign painted on the exterior wall of a
buiilding consisting of graphics or images, either aione or in combination with letters,
Murals or mural-type signs, including those described as artistic murals, shall be
treated as any other sign subject to the signage area requirements,

“Non-commercial message” means a constitutionally protected message that
addresses topics of public concern or controversy such as, by way of example and
not limitation, politics, religion, philosophy, science, art or social commentary.

s =TTV aTalodathials ala - ata aL¥ia afa - -

are-contigueus-to-eash-ether means a sign that advertises commercial products,

accommodations, services or activities not provided in or on the property or
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premises upon which it is located. The on-site/off-site distinction does not apply to
non-commercial messages.

prepery-where-the-sign-islecated: means a sign that advertises the commercial
business, accommodation, services or activities provided on the premises on which
the sign is located, or is expected to be provided in the near future, such as “coming
soon” movie posters. In the case of developments subject to a master sign program,
all establishments subject to the program are considered on-site whenever located
within any location subject to the program. All establishments within a shopping
center are on-site as to any sign(s) also located within that shopping center. The on-
site/off-site distinction does not apply to non-commercial messages.

alaatellala alall a afa a

48 "Outdoors” means a location on undeveloped property or to the exterior of a
building or structure.

20. "Parcels” or "property” or similar references or descriptions shall refer to parcels
defined or delineated by assessor parcel numbers maintained by the County tax
assessor or as defined in the glossary of this Code.

24 "Pennant” is a banner with three sides, or swallow-tail form.

22 "Permanent sign” means a sign that is solidly attached to a building, structure, or
the ground by means of mounting brackets, bolts, welds, or other combination of
attachment methods, thereby rendering the sign non-moveabie or difficult to
reposition without the use of machinery, cutting devices, or mechanical devices. See
also "temporary sign.”

23. "Pole sign" means a permanently mounted, freestanding sign which is supported
above the ground by one or more uprights, braces, poles, or other similar structural
components.

24 "Projecting sign" is any sign which projects beyond a building face and uses a
wall or vertical element of a building as its main source of support. A projecting sign
includes a double-faced sign that is installed more or less perpendicular to the face
of a building so as to allow a message to be viewable from either side. A projecting
sign does not inciude signs that are installed along the face of a building and that are
completely attached to the face of a building.
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“Real Estate Sign” means any sigh whose message concerns a proposed economic
transaction involving real estate, including all signs described in Civil Code 713,

“Residential Sign” means a sign displayed on a legal, individual dwelling unit. The
term does not apply to management offices of apartment compiexes or mobile home
parks, or to hotels, motels, inns or other places of transient occupancy.

“Responsible Party” means the permittee, property owner, or owner or person in
charge of the sign.

25 "Reofiop or roof-mounied eign® means 2 sign that extends above the ridge line of
the roof of a building or a sign atiached to any portion of the roof of a building.

“Safety Codes” refers to the Building, Electrical, Plumbing, Grading and similar
codes which ensure safe construction.

26 "Shopping center” shall mean a group of commercial buildings as defined in the
Glossary.

“Sign” as used in this Chapter, generally means the public display of any visually
communicative image placed on public display and visible from the exterior of any
portion of the public right of way or place open to passage by the public.
Notwithstanding the generality of the foregoing, the term “sign” does not include:

1. Aerial banners towed behind aircraft;
2. Architectural features — decorative or architectural features of buildings
(not including lettering, trademarks or moving parts), which do not perform
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a communicative function (examples inciude color stripes around an office
building or retail store);

Automated Teller Machines (ATM'’s), when not used for general
advertising;

Cornerstones and foundation stones;

The legal use of fireworks, candies and artificial lighting not otherwise
regulated by this chapter;

Grave markers, gravestones, headstones, mausoleums, shrines, and
other markers of the deceased:;

Historical monuments, plaques and tablets;

Holiday and cultural observance decorations displayed in season,
including inflatable objects, on private residential property which are on
display for not more than 45 calendar days per year (cumulative, per
dwelling unit) and which do not include commercial messages;

Inflatable gymnasiums associated with legal residential uses — inflatable,
temporary, moveable, gymnasium devices commonly used for children’s
birthday parties, and similar devices (also called “party jumps” or “bounce
houses”);

Interior graphics — visual communicative devices that are located entirely
within a building or other enclosed structure and are not visible from the
exterior thereof;

Manufacturers’ marks — marks on tangible products, which identify the
maker, seller, provider or product, and which customarily remain attached
to the product even after sale;

Mass transit graphics — graphic images mounted on duly licensed and
authorized mass transit vehicles that legally pass through the city;

News racks, newspaper vending devices and newsstands;

Personal appearance: makeup, masks, wigs, costumes, jewelry, apparel
and the like, unless it constitutes a commercial mascot;

Safety warnings on motorized or electrified equipment;
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16.  Searchlights used as part of a search and rescue or other emergency
service operation (this exclusion does not apply to searchlights used as
attention attracting devices for commercial or special events);

17.  Shopping carts, golf carts, horse drawn carriages, and similar devices
(any motorized vehicle which may be legally operated upon a public right-
of-way is not within this exclusion);

18. Symbols embedded in architecture — symbols of non-commercial
organizations or concepts including, but not limited to, religious or political
symbols, when such are permanently integrated into the structure of a
permanent building which is otherwise legal, by way of example and not
limitation, such symbols include stained glass windows on churches,
carved or bas relief doors or walls, bells and religious statuary;

19.  Vehicle and vessel insignia — on street legal vehicles and properly
licensed watercraft: license plates, license plate frames, registration
insignia, non-commercial messages, messages relating to the business of
which the vehicle or vessel is an instrument or tool (not including general
advertising) and messages relating to the proposed sale, lease or
exchange of the vehicle or vessel.

20.  Vending machines, automated intake devices and product dispensing
devices which do not display off-site commercial messages or general
advertising messages;

21.  Window displays — the display of merchandise in a store window, when
such merchandise is immediately available for purchase.

“Signage” is the collective noun for all signs on a given parcel, lot or location, or
within a stated classification;

"Sign area” means that portion of a sign which consists of visually communicative
copy, including the advertising surface and any framing, trim, or molding but not
including the supporting structure, measured one side only, provided that the angile
between faces for two-sided signs does not exceed 30 degrees.

“Sign copy” means the visually communicative elements, including but not limited to
words, letters, numbers, designs, figures or other symbolic presentation incorporated
into a sign with the purpose of attracting attention to the subject matter or message.

“Sign face” means the portion of a sign that is available for displaying sign copy,
together with any frame, color, panel, ornamental molding, or condition which formis
an integral part of the sign copy and which is used to differentiate such sign copy
from any wall or background against which it may be placed. Those portions of the
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supports, uprights or base of a sign that do not function as 2 sign shall not be
considered as part of a sign face.

“Sign height” means the vertical distance of a sign from the uppermost point used in
measuring the sign area to the ground immediately below such point or to the level
of the upper surface of the nearest curb of a street or alley (other than a structurally
elevated roadway), whichever measurement permits the greater elevation of the
sign.

“Special Event” means an activity or event that occurs rarely or irreqularly, is open to
the public, and is of a duration not exceeding 7 days. Any event that is subject to a
Temporary Use Permit will be considered within this definition. By way of example
and not limitation, special events include circus or camival runs, 4% of July Festival,
Easter Egg Hunt, Relay for Life, Christmas Tree Lighting, parking lot sales at
shopping centers and malls, holiday celebrations, Auto Heritage Day, efc.

“Temporary message” means a message that pertains exclusively to an event which
occurs on, or ends on, a particular day.

e "Temporary S|gn" meaFls—a—ﬂgn%ai—bs-easuy—ncmﬂeaJale—andwhm,hqs-ngt

Feﬂdered—a—pemqanenpﬁg# means a sign that is constructed of Ilghtwelght or flimsy

material, and is easily installed and removed using ordinary hand tools. Any sign that
qualifies as a “structure” under the Building Code is not within this definition.

“Visibility triangle” means at the intersection of any two or more streets, that area
extending horizontally 50 feet from the corner of the intersection and vertically, from
a height of three feet to a height of eight feet.

29 "Visible to the exterior” refers to the placement of a sign or banner within the
interior first eight feet of a commercial or industrial building or structure in such a
manner so that it or its message is readily visible on an immediately contiguous
public right-of-way, parking lot, or parcel. To be visible does not require that the
message be understandable or readable.

“Wall sign” means a sign that is attached to, erected against or painted on the wall of
a building or other verticai structure.

“Wamning sign™ means a sign that is posted to provide notice of danger, such as
“Beware of Dog,” “Railroad Crossing,” “Danger High Voltage” or noting the location
of underground utilities.
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“Window sign” means a sign that is painted or mounted on a window pane, or that is
mounted within five feet of a window and oriented for viewing by exterior passersby.

“Zone” refers both to the zone classifications given in 1 8.20.020, and to the specific
areas or districts to which a given zoning classification applies.

18.47.050- Design and maintenance. (Incorporated into new section 18.47.150 —
SAFETY, MAINTENANCE, AND REFACING)

18.47.150 — SAFETY, MAINTENANCE, AND REFACING
A. Safety Codes — Compliance Required

All signs must comply with the applicable Uniform Building, Mechanical, Electrical

Codes and other safety codes adopted by the City. Permits for installation shall be
obtained, when required, prior to any installation, from the director of building and

safety.

B. Maintenance.

All signs and their supporting structures and components shall be maintained in a
state of safe condition and good repair. Signs shall be "face washed" at least once a
year. Eiecfrically energized components must bear the seal of approval of an approved
testing laboratory. Broken faces and burned-out lamps, bulbs, or tubes must be
repiaced within thirty days from the date of notification from the city.

C. Refacing

Changing the copy or refacing of a sign shall require a sign reface permit. No
consideration of message content shall occur. The purpose is to maintain an inventory
of signs.

18.47.060- Permanent signs permitted in all zones. (No substantive changes -- now
section 18.47.080)
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18.47.070- Large permanent signs in commercial, industrial, mixed-use and
institutional zones. (No substantive changes — now part of section 15.47.080)

24
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18.47.080- Large permanent signs in shopping centers. (No substantive changes --
now part of section 18.47.080)

18.47.090- Small permanent signs in commercial, industrial, institutional,

mixed-use, and multi-family zones. (No substantive changes — now part of section
18.47.080)

18.47.100- Pole-mounted or freestanding signs in commercial, industrial,
mixed-use, and institutional zones. (changes to include height restrictions for each
zone — now part of section 18.47.080)

MR 8/16/15
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18.47.080 PERMANENT SIGNS

Uniess specifically exempted herein, ail permanent signs require a sign permit. The
following three types of signs are categorically exempt from this sign permit
requirement: 1) signs installed and displayed pursuant to court order, statutory
requirement or authorization; 2) signs on residential properties; 3) signs posted by any
governmental entity in the execution of its official duties.

A SIGNS LESS THAN SIX SQUARE FEET

The display on any non-residential parcel of any single sign or banner that is less than
six square feet in area is allowed and is exempt from obtaining a sign permit.

B. DIRECTIONAL SIGNS

Directional signs which do not exceed a total of three square feet in size per sign, and
total area combined does not exceed nine square feet per parcel, are allowed and are
exempt from obtaining a sign permit.

C. FREESTANDING SIGNS

A maximum of two freestanding or monument signs, not to exceed a total of one
hundred square feet, are allowed, subject to a sign permit, for single-family
subdivisions, multi-family developments, and mobile home parks.

D. FLAGS

On residential land uses, a total of 24 square feet of flag area may be displayed at any
and all times; on non-residential land uses, a total of 40 square feet of flag area may be
displayed at any and all times. The number of flag poles is limited to cumulative linear
footage as follows: 25 feet on residential lots and 35 feet on all other parcels or lots.
Flag poles intended for permanent use are subject to appropriate building permits.

E. PERMANENT SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MIXED-USE
AND INSTITUTIONAL ZONES

26
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Except in shopping centers (where special rules, stated in the next subsection, apply)
and public assembly uses (to which special rules, stated below, apply), permanent signs
may be installed on or along the face of a building in commercial zones and commercial
uses in a mixed-use zone, and industrial or institutional zones, subject to the following:

1. Signs exceeding twenty five square feet in display area:

a. Maximum number: one sign per establishment premise per
frontage along a street, freeway, or parking lot;

b. Sign area on the primary frontage shall not exceed 30
percent of the area of the building face or four square feet of
sign for each linear foot of building face along that frontage,
whichever is greater;

c. Sign area on a secondary frontage shall not exceed 15
percent of the area of the building face or two square feet
per linear foot of secondary frontage, whichever is greater:

d. The sign face shall not be located, such as by a cabinet,
deep lettering, or architectural feature, more than 18 inches
from a building face.

2. Permanent signs with 25 square feet or less of display area in
Commercial, Industrial, Institutional, Mixed-Use and Multi-Family
Zones:

a. Location: only in windows or along the face of a building;
b. Maximum total cumulative area: not exceeding ten percent
of the wall or elevation on which the sign is placed;

F. PERMANENT SIGNS IN SHOPPING CENTERS

Permanent signs for establishments within a shopping center shall be fimited to one per
establishment premises per frontage on a common walkway, parking lot, driveway,
alleyway, street, or freeway. The size and placement of these signs shall conform with
the standards specified for Permanent Signs in Commercial, Industrial, Mixed-Use and
Institutional Zones (Subsection 18.47.080(E)) as well as standards that may be applied
through any required City Council or Planning Commission approval, including but not
limited to a conditional use permit, planned development permit, specific plan, or
variance.

G.  PUBLIC ASSEMBLY USES.

On property used for public assembly, with periodically changing programs, the
following signs may be installed and displayed, subject to a sign pemit:

1. Wall sign: one wall mounted sign not to exceed twenty square feet
in area per street frontage or parking lot frontage; and
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One freestanding changeable copy directory sign not to exceed six
feet in height and twelve square feet in area per street frontage or
parking lot frontage shall be allowed;

Provided, however, that the signs shall be architecturally related to
the structure to which they are appurtenant;

Number Limit: No more than two wall-mouritar signs plus no more
than two freestanding signs.

H. POLE OR MONUMENT SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MIXED-
USE, AND INSTITUTIONAL ZONES

Pole-mounted or freestanding signs are allowed subject to a sign permit in the
commercial and industrial zones and non-residential uses in a mixed-use zone,

subject to:
1.

Number Limit: Pole signs or monument signs shall be limited to one
sign per frontage on street, freeway, or parking lot, and may include
a cluster sign identifying individual businesses on the parcel(s);

Display Area Limit:

a. The total area of any sign installed along the primary
frontage shall not exceed four square feet per lineal foot of
property on the primary frontage;

b. The total area of any sign installed along each secondary

frontage shall not exceed two square feet per lineal foot of
property on the secondary frontage;

Location: Sign structures shall not be placed within the required
setback area applicable to that zone, except that projecting signs
may protrude into or overhang a maximum distance of one-half of
the setback.

Height Limit: Pole signs may be 1% feet high for each 1-foot away
from the centerline of the street on which the sign is located, but in
no case exceeding:

a. MXC 1 & MXD 1 zones - 50 feet;

b. MXC 2 & MXD 2 zones - 50 feet. Signs exceeding 50 fest
may be allowed if located near a freeway and approved by
the Planning Commission as compatible with the other uses
near the site;

C. CA & CS zones - 50 feet. Signs exceeding 50 feet may be
allowed, up to a maximum of 75 feet, if located near a
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freeway and approved by the Planning Commission as
compatible with the other uses near the site;

d. Industrial zones - 70 feet.

e. Institutional zones - 50 feet.

ROTATING SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ZONES

Signs that rotate are restricted to no more than eight revolutions per minute. Rotating
signs are allowable only in commercial and industrial zones.

J.

PROJECTING SIGNS IN COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, MIXED-USE,
AND INSTITUTIONAL ZONES

Projecting signs may be installed and displayed, subject to a sign permit, in ali
commercial, industrial, mixed-use, and institutional zones, subject to:

1.

Projecting signs shall not project over any public right-of-way, including
streets or alleys, except as provided in Subsection D, below:

The maximum height of any projecting sign shall be 12 feet, and may
project above any eave or parapet of less than 12 feet in height, but may
not project inward over any such eave or parapet.

Maximum display area for all sides: 32 square feet.

Projecting signs may project over street parkways and required setback
areas a maximum of one-half of the street parkway or setback width. For
the purpose of this section, "street parkway” is defined as that part of the
public street right-of-way lying between the front property line and the
edge of the roadway.

Number limit: No more than one projecting sign shall be placed on each
street frontage per business premises.

Qualification: A projecting sign shall be pemitted only in lieu of a
freestanding or marquee sign, and may not be utilized in addition to a
freestanding or marquee sign.

Design: Projecting signs shall be supported so as to appear to be an
architectural and integral part of the building. The sign shall be free of any
extra bracing, angle iron, guy wires, or cables.

K. DIGITAL DISPLAY SIGNS

Signs using digital display are allowed in the following zones: industrial, commiercial,
and mixed-use districts, subject to a sign permit, and subject to:
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Maximum height: the same rule that would apply to the same sign if
it were not using digital display;

Minimurn requirement: digital display must be: part of & master sign
program;,

Maximum display area:

a.

For properties that front on arterial roadways, the digital
display portion of the sign structure shall not exceed 25% of
the allowable display area;

For properties that front on highways, the digital display
portion of a sign shall not exceed 50% of the allowable
display area;

Maximum Number: No more than one sign using digital
display may be permitted on a site. The electronic message
display may be single-faced or double-faced;

Signs using digital display may not project moving images or
images that appear to move; each still image must be on
display a minimum of 8 seconds; transitions between still
images shall not exceed one second;

Light Intensity: each sign using digital display shall include a
photometric sensor that will adjust the intensity of the sign
for daytime and nighttime viewing. The nighttime intensity
shall be limited to 0.3 foot-candies {(over ambient levels) as
measured at a preset distance as established by the Lewin
Report as prepared for the Outdoor Advertising Association
of America (OAAA). The city may modify or further restrict
the intensity of any DAD display should the lighting create a
distraction to drivers or an adverse effect on nearby
residential property;

Operational Hours: the digital display portion of any sign
shall not be operated between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and
7:00 a.m.;

Signs using digital display shall be shielded or the light
intensity reduced as necessary to prevent annoying glare
impacting surrounding properties;

Ail new signs using digital display, which are not attached to
a building, shall be mounted on one support column only;
Signs using digital display may be located on the wali of a
building, provided the sign does not obscure any of the
building's windows, architectural features, or other
architectural details;

No sign using digital display may be placed within one mile
of another sign using digital display on the same side of a
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highway. No sign using digital display may be placed within
1000’ of another digital display on any street:

k. Signs using digital display are limited to noncommercial
messages and onsite commercial messages; such signs
may not be used as billboards or for purposes of general
advertising for hire.

18.47.110- Roof mounted signs. (No substanfive changes — now part of section
18.47.080)

MW. i =

18.47.120- Revolving signs in commercial and industrial zones. (No substantive
changes — now part of section 1 8.47.080)

18.47.130- Temporary signs permitted in all zones. (changes as noted below — now
section 18.47.090)

18.47.090 TEMPORARY SIGNS

All temporary signs must have attached to them contact information for the persons
and/or entities placing the signs on public display. Such information must include, at a
minimum, the name of the person(s) and/or entities, and currently valid contact
information such as phone number, mailing address, or email address. The purpose of
this requirement is to give the City a way fo contact persons who exceeded the time
limit or other rules regarding display of certain signs, and give them an opportunity to
cure the violation. The contact information must be in an easily readable, common
typeface, such as Times New Roman, Garamond, Helvetica, Arial, or similar. Type size
much be at least ten point.

A, TemperarsSigns-en Construction Sites Signs
Temporary signs c Strue sites-having-thefollowing
permitted-in-all-zenes: may be installed and displayed on ¢

permit, subject to:

onstruction sites with

out
1. The maximum total area for signs at single-family residential construction

projects shall be twenty 20 square feet per street frontage.

2. The maximum area of signage at other construction projects shall be #fty
50 square feet per street frontage.
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3. Forany request for square-footage exceeding the limits set forth in
subsections A.1 and A2, atemporary use permit is required, the granting or
denial of which shall be based solely on objective criteria such as time, location,
and size.

4. All signs must be removed prior to and as a condition of the final inspection
and approval of the project.

ry n o mla a -

zones—unless-otherwise provided—herein-and by statetaw- (included with all offsite

signs)

alau
E]
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B. Temporary Signs Regarding Real Property Offered For Sale or Lease

Temporary signs may be installed and displayed on real property that is currently
offered for sale or lease, or otherwise pursuant to Civil Code 713, without a sign permit,
subject to:

1. A maximum of two temporary signs may be installed on developed
or undeveloped property, with the following requirements and
specifications for the sign:

a. The maximum area of signage allowed by this section per
parcel per street frontage in commercial, industrial, mixed-
use, multi-family, or institutional zones shall be 50 square
feet;

b. These signs shall not be specially illuminated;

C. Such signs shall be removed within ten days following the
lease or sale of the premises on which the sign is displayed.

C. Temporary Signs For Special Events

Temporary signs may be installed and displayed when related to and for the duration of
thirty (30) days prior and five (5) days after a special event, subject to:
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1. Special Event Signs in Cormnmercial, Industrial, Multi-family, Mixed-
use and Institutional zones.

a. Temporary signs which do not cumulatively exceed 32
square feet in display area per street frontage, are allowed
subject to a special event permit;

b. Temporary signs, except flags and banners, shall not be
fastened directly to the exterior wall or face of any building.
Temporary signs may be displayed in windows or on display
boards, provided the combined total area of all signs does
not exceed ten percent of the area of the building face upon
which the signs are mounted. {(See Section 18.47.120 for
restrictions on flags and banners.)

D. Temporary Signs in Residential Zones
Refer to Section 18.47.060 for signs in resideriti:;l zones.

18.47.140- Projecting signs in commercial, industrial, mixed-use, and
institutional zones. (now part of 18.47.080)
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18.47.100 VEHICLE SIGNS

Buses and taxis that legally traverse the public streets may display advertising;
however, mobile billboards are prohibited on public streets and parking spaces.

18.47.160- Public assembly use signs. (no substantive changes - now part of
section 18.47.080)

18.47.170- Mural-type signs in commercial and mixed-use zones. (changed to
allow sign based on normal signage area requirements — now part of section 18.47.1 10)

18.47.110 MURALS

Mural-type signs not exceeding-ene-hundred—ten-squarefest in area shall be allowed

in commercial zones and for commercial uses in mixed-use zones in lieu of a fixed
sign.

18.47.180- Digital advertising display (dad) signs. (several changes related to size
and location -~ now part of section 18.47.080 “PERMANENT SIGNS”, subsection K).
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18.47.190- Flags,banners, and pennants. (minor changes - now seciion 18.47.120)

18.47.120 FLAGS, BANNERS, AND PENNANTS
4. A . Permit Required. All banners require the approval of the planning

division. In order to obtain approval, see application and drawings required at
the city planning division.

B. Auto Sales Lots

These provisions apply to all motor vehicle sales. Flags, banners and pennants
may be displayed on automobile sales lots without time limitation or site plan
review, provided that:

a- 1.Thedisplays are properly maintained;
b- 2. Displays are limited to the perimeter of the lot;

& 3. Displays do not exceed a height of twenty-five feet above the
ground;

&- /. Disptays may not be used in place of a permanent sign.
3 C Other Commercial and Industrial Uses

Flags, banners, and pennants may be displayed on other commercial and
industrial uses for a cumulative period of sixty days within each calendar year.
The time limit commences when a banner permit is issued by the planning
director. The sixty-day period may be divided into two occasions per calendar
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year, provided the total display time does not exceed sixty days per calendar
year. A banner permit fee and an administrative fee in an amount representing
the anticipated city enforcement costs in causing the applicant o remove flags
or banners shall be paid to the city treasurer at the time of appgiication for site
plan review. The administrative fee shall be refunded upon the verified remeval
of the flag or banner by the specified deadiine.

4 D.The following shall apply to all displays of flags, banners, and pennanis,
except for displays on auto sales lots:

& 1. Must be removed by the owner or occupant within fifieen days
after a determination by the city manager or histher designes that the
display is improperiy mainfained or the flag or banner is tattered or
worn.

b: 2. Shallnot be larger than forty square feet. (cumulative of all
visible copy/image areas);

& 3. Shall not be displayed in lieu of a permanent sign.

d: 4. Shallnot be placed on a roof, placed in required vard areas,or
landscaped areas.

& 5. Must be compatible with the primary building’s appearance.

£ 6. Violation of the time limits shall render the site ineligible for
issuance of a permit for display of a banner for a period of one year from
the date that the violation is abated.

&= 7. The restrictions of this section shall also apply to signs and
banners located within the first eight feet of the interior of commercial or
industrial premises when such sign or banner is visible to the exterior.

18.47.200- Signs prohibited in all zones. (Incorporated into new section 18.47.070 —
PROHIBITED SIGNS)
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18.47.070 PROHIBITED SIGNS

The signs listed in this section are prohibited in all zones and at all times unless
explicitly authorized or allowed by another provision of this Chapter, another chapter of
the code, or other applicable law.

il New billboards, conversion of existing billboards to digital or dynamic or tri-vision
display, expansion of the display face of any existing billboard (except as
authorized by state law), and the instaliation of an additional display face to an
existing billboard structure;

2. Mobile biliboards, but not including taxis or shuttle vehicles or public
transportation vehicles that legally pass through the city;

3! Signs mounted on roofs, water towers, radio, television, or cell phone towers;
4, Signs mounted on fences;
5. Signs mounted on trees, bushes, or vegetation;

6. Signs placed on property (public or private) without consent of the property
owner or other party holding the present right of possession and control;

7. Signs that obstruct any window, door, gate or opening used or required as a
means of regular ingress or egress, legal light or ventilation, as a fire escape or
other emergency access or escape;

8. Signs displayed on vacant or undeveloped lots;

9. Signs whose intensity of illumination or size, shape or location interferes with the
safe operation of a vehicle or creates distraction to the operator of a wheeled
vehicle on adjoining public streets;

10.  Signs mounted in such 2 manner as to obstruct the free flow of vehicular or
pedestrian traffic;

11.  Signs that are confusingly similar to authorized, officiai traffic and pedestrian
control signs, even though they are in fact not traffic control signs;

12. Signs using animation, flashing, blinking, or intermittent light exceeding any of
these operaticnal parameters:
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a. Ilumination equivalent to incandescent light bulbs of sixty watts maximum
per bulb;
b. Flashes or blinks more than 15 times per minute;

C. Chaser lights;

d. High intensity neon lights, tubes and flashing lights are prohibited on
animated and flashing signs;

e. Rotating beacon lighting elements.

13.  Advertising or attention-getting «levices that are inflatable, float in air or water, or
are activated by wind or forced air;

14.  Temporary signs displaying off-site commercial messages or used for general
advertising for hire, unless required by state law;

156.  Signs placed in the public right-of-way, unless explicitly allowed by Chapter
13.28;

16.  Signs mounted on motor vehicles parked in the public right of way.

18.47.210- Master sign program. (now section 18.47.130)
18.47.130 MASTER SIGN PROGRAMS

A. Purpose and Applicability.

The purpose of the master sign program provisions is to provide a coordinated
approach to signage for National City's business districts, which include but not
limited to the Harbor District, Downtown, Mile of Cars, and Plaza Bonita, The

areas. Whenever a development project will have 6 or more separately leased spaces,
then a master sign program is required.

B. Approval.

A master sign program shall require the approval of the planning commission and the
city council, after considering the proposed design standards.

C. Design Standards.

Master sign programs shall feature a unified and coordinated approach to the
materials, color, size, type, placement and general design of signs proposed for a
project or property.

D. Effect of Master Sign Program.
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All subsequent signs proposed for a development or property subject to an approved
master sign program shall comply with the standards and specifications included in
the master sign program.

18.47.220- Removal from abandoned site or buliding. (now part of section
18.47.140)

18.47.140 NONCONFORMING SIGNS; ABANDONED USES

Signs that were legal when first instalted, and which have not been modified or
expanded in a manner that was illegal at the time of modification or expansion, may
continue in use, so long as there is no modification or expansion which violates the
regulations of this Chapter. If the size or configuration of a parcel or building is changed
by the subdivision or splitting of the property or alterations to the building or parcel,
property identification signs and outdoor advertising signs on the resulting properties
shall be required to conform to the sign regulations applicable to the newly created
parcel or parcels, at the time such change becomes effective.

Nonconforming signs shall be removed or made conforming when the business or
property changes occupancy or ownership.

A. Change of Land Use / Nonconforming Signs

When there is a change in the use of land upon which are located signs that do not
conform to this Chapter, then all signs on the parcel, lot, or leasable space must be
brought into conformance with this Chapter and all other applicable laws, rules,
regulations and policies.

C. Abandoned Site or Building

When the use of any parcel or building is vacated, terminated, or abandoned for any
reason for a period of more than ene-hundred—twenty (now 90 days) consecutive
days, the owner or person in possession of the property shall be responsible for the
physical removali of all signs on the property, building or wali(s),and for painting over
the surface sc asto obliterate any painted or printed signs on the building soc that the
copy is not visible, within thirty days following notice from the city. Removal, painting
out, or obliteration shall be performed in a manner that does not create a blighting
influence. Any sign that relates or pertains to an establishment that is not actually
operating on the same site for a period of ninety (90) or more consecutive calendar
days shall be considered abandoned. Legal nonconforming use rights are extinguished
when a sign qualifies as abandoned.

18.47.230- Nonconforming signs. (now part of section 18.47.140)
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18.47.240 - Constitutional severability. (no substantive changes — now section
18.47.170)

{Brand new section) 18.47.160 ENFORCEMENT AND REMOVAL

A. Public Nuisance

All violations of this Chapter are declared to constitute public nuisances which may be
abated by any method provided by law.

B. Enforcement

Each day of violation or non-compliance with these regulations shall be deemed as a
separate offense and subject to all remedies available at law. Legal procedures and
penalties shall be in accordance with the enforcement procedures established by the
municipal code or state law.

C. lllegal Signs

llegal signs may be abated by the City in accordance with its Municipal Code, state law,
including but not limited to Business and Professions Code 5499.1 et. seq., or state law
on abatement of public nuisances, or as otherwise provided by law.

D. Summary Abatement — Safety Hazards

If any sign is an immediate threat to the pubiic health and safety by virtue of the physical
condition of the sign structure, said sign may be immediately and summarily removed
with the cost of such removal charged to the property owner in accordance with this
Chapter.

E. Notice of Violation

Whenever any sign or part thereof, other than those causing an immediate threat to the
public health and safety, constitutes an illegal sign and/or is erected or maintained in
violation of this Chapter, the Director shall give written notice to all Responsible Parties
to remove the sign or to bring it into compliance. The notice shall specify the nature of
the violation, and give directions for a cure, which may include complete removal or
replacement by a specific date. The notice shall advise the permiite:, owner or person
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in charge of the sign of the hearing rights established by this Chapter. The date for
removal specified in the written notice shall not be iess than ten (10) days from the date
of the mailing of the notice. The responsible party receiving notice may request a
hearing as detailed in 18.47.050.

F. Removal of Uncured Violations

Whenever the Responsible Parties fail to comply with an order of the Director made
pursuant to this Section, and the time for cure has elapsed without the cure being
effected, the Director may remove the sign, or order it removed, either by the City’'s own
force or by a private party under contract. The expense of the removal may be charged,
jointly and severally, to any and all responsible parties. Such amount shall constitute a
debt owed to the City. No permit shall thereafter be issued to any permittee, owner or
person in charge of a sign who fails to pay such costs. Any costs, including attomey’s
fees, incurred by the City in collection of the costs shall be added to the amount of the
debt.

G. Cumulative Remedies

The provisions of this Section are altemative and additional remedies for the
enforcement of this Chapter. Nothing in this Section shall preclude the City from
enforcing the provisions of this Chapter by any other criminal, civil or administrative
proceeding.

18.47.170  SEVERABILITY

The city council declares that the judicial invalidity of any subsection or portion of this
chapter shall not affect the validity of any other remaining section or portion; that the
city council would have adopted each of those remaining portions, notwithstanding
any later declared invaligity. If any provigion determined invalid under the oreceding
sentence can either be judicially severed or interpreted in a way that could harmonize
itwith the remaining provisions, then it may be severed or interpreted and applied so
as to give full purpose, meaning, and effect to the remaining provisions of this
chapter.

18.47.250- Non-commercial speech. (removed — now covered in "Message
Substitution Policy” portion of section 18.47.030 — BASIC PRINCIPLES)
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18.47.260- Sign regulations by zone and type. (table deleted from Code, atthough a
new table has been created that will be used at the counter as a reference document for

staff)

18.47.270- Signs for special uses. {removed — now covered under “Temporary Signs
For Special Events” portion of section 18.47.090 — TEMPORARY SIGNS)
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TEMPORARY
POLITICAL (CAMPAIGN) SIGNS

Development Services
Planning Division

( City of

Carlsbad POSTING RULES O o) eon-atio
P=1 1 (A) www.carlsbadca.gov

These basic rules are a simplified varsion of Carlebad Municipal Code Chapter 11,44 —~

Private Partv Signs on City Property and Carlshad Municipal Code 21.41 — Sign

Ordinance. Please refer to those documents for exact language and requiremsnte,

7. Nonrestdentizt City-Owned Right-of-Way
R&"de“‘(i:"wo;::;"“g ”“"& . Establishment {roadway pius 0 ft.
o= SR ‘ {Private) beyond curb)
Yes.
Permit No. No. Campalgn sign Permit Fee
Required? Need permission of owner. Need pemmission of owner., (see Fee Schedule for
current fees)
45 days prior to election date . . . . R .
Sk . 50 days prior to election date 30 days prior io eieciion daie
When? 10 days afct’eart;he slection 5 days after the election date. 5 days after the election date.
Signs allowed along streets in
) . Commercialindustrial Zones
Where? Free standing. Free standing. and Major Roads

5 feet from any property line. 5 feet from any property fine.

(See Campaign Sign
Placement Map) **

8 square feet (total campaign
Size and other noncommercial
signage per dwelling unit)

10 square feet (total campaign
and other noncommercial
signage on nonresidential

establishment)

6 square feet

ot more than 42 inches in a
Height front yard, not more than 60
inches elsewhere.,

MNot more than 42 iinches in a
front yard, not more than 60
inches elsewhere.

Not less than 1 fi. above
grade and not more than 6 ft.
above grade

E o]

e Cannot aitach to utility poles, box or standard, traffic control sign or device supports,

trees, other signs or bus benches.

Cannot be placed in the roadway, sidewaik or median strip
Cannot block any other sign or obstruct public access (sidewalks) or vehicle visibility.

For clarification of campaign sign rules, please call Code Compliance at {760) 602-2703.

P-11{A)
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' Commercial/Industrial Zone

Streets Deslgnated for Campaign
Sign Placement in ROW:

\r Major Roads
7\~ Streets in Commercial/industrial Zone

0 3000 6000 |

J:\Reguesta2010Plus\ComEconDovila 11481 10

City of arlsbad
Campaign Sign Placement Map

(Designated Street Right-of-Ways)
C.M.C. Chapter 11.44
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5 REVIEW FOR TEMPORARY 0,000 sornroos
_Cityol  poLmicAL (CAMPAIGN) Pianning Division
Catisbad ~ ~ sarerur i
PLANNING APPLICATION #
REC'D BY
DATE
SIGN FEE

APPLICANT MUST SUBMIT & COMPLETED APPLICATION FORM AND THE SiGN PERMIT

FEES.

The appiication must be submitted prior to 4:00 p.im.

NAME OF CANDIDATE OR PROPOSITION:

NAME OF APPLICANT:

ADDRESS OF APPLICANT:

PHONE NUMBER: ELECTION DATE: (mo/year)
| CERTIFY THAT:

1.

U

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT:_

P-118

1 have received a copy of Carlsbad Municipal Code (CMC) Chapter 11.44 regarding
temporary political signage (attached, specifically 11.44.070); and

| have read the Temporary Political *(Campaign) Sign Basics” handout aftached: and

| will abide by the terms of Section 11.44.070 of the CMC and the handout as well as any
special terms or conditions which may be stated on the sign permit; and

| am aware that signs may be posted on public property beginning 30 days before the
elaciion and that all signs must be removed no mors than 5 days after the election; and

| am also aware that campaign signs on private property, white not requiring a sign permit,
may be posied beginning 45 days prior to the election and must be removed no more than
10 days after the election.
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